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EOUUUOYOYTEYTITIYY 
To the truly vercnous 
(and therefore truly no- 


ble ) Lady , the Lady 
Catherine Colleton. 


MaAaDamM. 


F our labours ought to. be 
dedicated ro chole perſons 
to whom we aremoſtob- 
liged, thea I am fure, Tam 
not miſtaken in addrefling 
this _ CO ” yuh od 
ſhip. confequently been 
ewly of injuſtice 'had I addreſſed it 
angangnn Beſides, -_ an? ſo 
air an Opportunity 0 ithing to 
the world: my wt ef as tor rhe 
many and grex favours'you have 
j been pleaſed to confer on me, Thad 
1 beeaguilcy of ingratitude- which is 
1 FWoodiousa vice, that certainly, itis 
incuculable i in a Chriſtian,  Fox-che 
A -z => 


| wi "i | 
The Ppiſtle- Dedicatory. 
very Heathens by the light of nature 
havediſcovered ſo much of its ugl- 
neſs, that the ancient Perſians were 
wont to ſay, Tf you call « man an un- 
gratefull perſon,youcall him every thin 
that implies baſeneſs, and ore. 25 


But Madam, I know well enough, _ 


that the higheſt pirch of gratituce. I 
am capable ol, bears no. proportion 
with: the: greatneſs;of your favours : 
but 1-know withaV; chat where no- 
thing [cHe 1s to.be had, your Lady- 
ſhipwillaccept it uiftead of good pay- 
meht;z./a mite or a-talent being all 
one-th you, whole goodneſs, regards 
not the quantity, or.quality of a pre- 
{enc, but the intention of the perſon 
chat;preſtnts.it, Wherefore this tri- 
fl? dares; promiſe it {elf a gracious re- 
ception from your Ladyſhip, which ta- 
vout if youſhall be pleaſed ro vouch- 
late it, .itneeds not care what-enter- 
rainment irfindsfromothers, Tſhall 
ule peimither argamenc to invite your 
Ladyfhip to: che poruſal of ir;, than 
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The - Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
to tell you thar the variety of its plea- 
ſing divertiſements,may prove a-good 
bulwark againſt the aflaults of (your 
old enemy.) . melancholy : and. it ir 
does you that good ſervice, I ſhal think 
my pains in tranſlating ic very happi- 
ly beſtowed, I cannot conclude with- 
out paying my gratefull acknowledg- 
ments to the worthy Gentleman your 
Husband, and to the hopeful young 
Gentlemen your Sons,. for the many 
undeſerved civilities 1 have received 
from them :* But they muſt give-me 
leave to acknowledg my Obligations 

to your Ladyſhip in particular, and. 
therefore to ſtile my felf more parti- 

cularly : ” 
Mapa wm, 


Tour thankfull, 
and humble l aa 
A) Th 


hs 
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The Tranſlator tothe 
___ Reader. 


FKperience tells us that txame 
ple prevailes more thtn drevipr, 
And if ſo, then we may cnilude 
that the mock-ſanitity of the Capucins 
( who Fi ftrittneſi of Life carry away 
the. Bell from all the other Orders of th 
Roeniſb Charch) hath gained many 4 
profelyte, - But 1 dare promiſe (Ore 
help bf God) that nd perſon ſhall | {+ 
duced by theſe Impoltors, who will bat 
take the paines to peruſe this [mall trea- 
tiſe. For it plainly ſhiws that their 


holineſs obeifly conſiits in abſurd and. 


extravagant ations, which render 
them more like: Bedlams, and Fack- 
puddings, then Saints, And as for 
St Francis their Patron, who is ſo much 
cried ip bythe Romaniſts for his emi- 
pence in ſandjty, that they place him 

jenK-, "za 
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OE EN OE 
The Tranflator to the Reader, 
in Heaven among ſt the Seraphins;, and 
ſome ds ſo blaſpheniduſliz compare him 
with Chriſt, thut they ſay, it is queſt; 
onable whether vf the emo was the 1ypi- 
-_ Ftſus; and Turkllinus ſa3th of 
w_ OH 
i Frantis that was, ſhall now be 
Chnitto thee | Fo 
And Chriſt that was, St, Fruxcis 
now ſhall be, L515 1938 þ 10 © 
I ſay, this gram Saint is hive pro- 
ved 7; # _ Cheat, and in rfect 
nothing elſe but a# ipnoramr, ſuperſtiti- 
ons, ridiculous Enthiufiaſe, But I ſhall 
7ot fear the curioſity of the Reader, 
ontly 1 foul ſay in commendation” of the 
book, that it will pleaſe his humour if 
he be but ingenions,” [ELF 


. 
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The Authors Preface... 

Sg ome . new gueſts. being come to 
Jthis. Town; - who are rare ex- 
 amples| of modeſty; and fincerity , 
common civility requires that we 
ſhould preſent them with ſomething, 


ablero them. Now I cannor think 
of a fitter preſent for perſons of a ſub- 
lime- profeſſion, 'and extraordinary 
ſanQiry, then to prefent them with a 
deſcription of their Otiginal, and the 
continuation, and progreſs of their 
vertues. For although Father Foſeph 
in. his. book againſt 'my Three Ser- 
mons-calls me Fool, Cheat, and 
an Impoſtor , yet. the Rule of 
Charity requires us t@ render good 
for evil, Beſides we muſt not judge 
of perſons by one fingle aQion : 
neither muſt we, under pretence 
_ that this Reverend Father hath his 
fits of paſſions, conceal his vertues ; 
_ Efpecially,that Capucin-like _ 


which may prove uſefull and ſervice- Ja 
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The Anthors Preface: 
of his, when in his Sermon at the 
| Ugallows, to comfort a whore -who 
to ſlwas to -be executed, he calls her 
x- Eiiſter; and why might-.not he call 
', {whores his -fifters, ſeeing venerable 
re YFrances, the Patron of the Cafticins, 
g. ficalled the Magpies, - Graſhoppers, 
e- Hand Swallows his ſiſters? . . With the 
k PÞWike Prudence- he exhorts this poor 
5- Kcondemned perſon, whoſe name was 
'y [Margaret, to. recommend her Soul to 
a (St. Margaret, which-is.a Saint that 
1e [never was in the world, and is placed 
ir fin heayen without having ever been 
þþ upon earth, After which proofes 
r- [ofthis rare wit, he condemnes us all 
d fro hell, to Keep hin company. 
ff [Wherefore he will not be offended, [ 
d [{uppoſe, if in acknowledgment of ſq 
7e ficharirable an office, I addreſs to him 
: Jthis ſmall creatiſe, wherein he will 
e ice the Original of his Order, and the 
is Nilluſtrious ations of the Capucins , 
whoſe perfection the Apoſtles could 
not attaine unto, The Reader will 

© 3Þ5 | here 
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- compaſhons to deliver G many Sou'y - 


| to whom the holy Scriprures are : 


The 4nthor s Preface, 

here finde very pleaſant extravagances 
4nd Follies more then enough to make 
42 Saint of ( the word Sazzt having 
changedirs ſignificationin this bleſſed 
age - ) For now a dayes if a manſſ 
would artaine unto a Seraphique, and 
ſapereminent ſanCity,he muſt firſt be 
our of his wits, 

The enſuingNarrative would afford 
fafficient ſabje@ for laughrer, did it 
wt afford much more ſubje&4 for ſor- 
row and compaſſion, For a man cannot 
fee, withonr great gnef, rhe Chriſtian 
RYivion quite disfigured, and poor 
people fed with empty ſhews in ſtead 
of true and holy doQrines, | 

The God of mercy take pitty on 
fo many poor people fo profſely abu: 
fed; and ſtir up his zeal, and wonted 


enſnared by a counterfeir holineſs 


book alkogether anknown, and ſea 

led withmore then ſeven feates, 
My defigne in this treatife is not © 

: offent 


The Authors Preface. 


offend theſe Fathers, but to inſtru& 
ua them, and to ſhew them how farr 
MI diſtant they are from true holineſs, 
= ro I _—_ that in 
aſpiring to a degree of glory above 
Abraham , Weſt: , and ie ſuch 
[petty Saints, who never did workes 
of ſupererogation , they take the 
courſe to come behind the meaneſt ; 
and that ſome crimes are more tole- 
rable then their ſanity, The Lord 
open their eyes that they may ſee is 
is a dangerous thing to mock him, 

that they have to do witha ter 

Judg, who cannot bedeceived, who 
ſearcheth the heart, and from whom 
x nothing is hid, 
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the Indulgences of St. Francs Cord, 
tranſlated out of Italian into French. A 
ſo of the Canoniz,ation of St, Francis, endl] 
Ignatius de Loyola, Chap.25. 


$22 © 


NINCOY FI8 
$33333333333333333 8 
THE - 


CAPUCIN 


_ TREATED, 


Thi Lives of the Caru- 


_.CINS, with the Life "1. I 
FRANCIS cheir Patron, Os. 


CHAP.L ;*617 
. Of the Manefhrous profe PI lon. ts » general. 
Og dHe Monks do oenerally profeſs 


works of Supererogation,that is, 
} *to do more good Works , and 
WS: more perfect, "then: thoſe which 

God: .commands. in his Law; 
hati is, = profeſs to do works more excel- 
entthen to love,and ſetve God with all their 
ieart, and with all their firength ;. For it is 
t which God commands .in his Law; 
B There- 


'T 7 Capucin rreated.. 


Therefore they ſerve God with more than 
all their ſtrength ; they are'more vertuous 
| than God would have them to be. Moreover 
| they would make us believe, that by their 
profeſſion of auſterity., and ſevere Diſc 
pline, they do more ſatisfaRory works, and 
{ſuffer more puniſhment than their (ins de- 
ſerve, and that the overplus ferves for 0- 
-  rthers, For the Pope gathers this overplus 
} | into the Church-treaſury, and diſtributes it 
l! 1 to people by his* indulgences, + / 
By theſe.. works | of ſupererogation the 
Monks pretend to attain unto a ſupereminent 
degree of celeſtial glory ; far” above thoſe 
ſmall Saints who contented themſelves to 
fulfill the Law of God, without doing any 
| more. This degree of glory is called by 
i | the Doors eAure/a, To which degree 
8 Abraham, Facob, Sannel, David, &sc. havd 
: not attained; for they never ns works of 
ſupererogation, SEP, - 
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Of the be eiog By and FE 
+ the dro mint t hens; and thee 


"Here .ure four ſorts of: begging Frye , 
 viz..: the: :eAdrnors-(; called in” Fre 


beroors the Preachers (wha are —_— Ca k ft 
'e 


'c 
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"The Capucin raegtes, 
Facobins 5 and Downers) the Carmelyes, 
and the Angaſtines. They bind themſelves 
by vow to three things, They voy poyerty,ſo 
thatthey poſleſsnothing in particular, although 
they abound in. commen,, Alſo they. vow 
never to marry; This they: call the vow of 
Chaſtity, -asif there cauld be no chaſtity. in 
a married eſtate, The third vow, is the vow: 
of obedience;whereby they de notonly oblige 
themſelves to keep the Laws of God, but 
molt\ exatly to obferve the Rule of that 
Saint who is their Patron, and-the Conftitu- 
tions of their Order, and.to obey the. com- 


Convent;. and- to obey the General of their 
Order, and above all the: Pape; ; 


» « 


Aland lie an good beds. And they thatare cake 


5 led Fathers (who arethe chief of their . Cole - 
+FÞedg) haye their Table, furniſhed with the 
-:Khoiceſt meats,” They labour with very-great 
*; Induſtry to gather wealth , although /gaatoms 
-; ${-00/e, their Founder, did. beg, They. vow Þ. 


Mever to-marry. But- their chief VoW., and 


Frauyhich they obſerve mot rily,} is the vow 
6 1Sf bind obe 


dience, whereby. they are. obli- 
<< to obgy-their Superior in all that is com- 
ER... -7 


% 


mands of the Guardian, ox-Superiar- of -their 


ed The Jeſuits beg not, anditeject: the auſley Ribaden | 
F:ities of the 44:nors, and yulll..not be called ex vir4 1g- | 
Monks. They are well ſhody\warmtly clad, 2766.3. 
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The Gapucin treated. 
'  manded, without enquiring whether the thing 
"x be good, or evil : for they will always have 
it preſuppoſed that the thing is goed... This 
obedience hath coſt many Kings and -Prin- 
ces their lives, particularly, that excellent | 
Prince #i/liam of Naſſaw, Prince of Orange, | 
if Grandfathet to the Duke of Brwillon who 
j was killed at Delfe by Balthazar Gerard of 
} the Franck, County, excited thereunto by the 
j Feluits of Trewes. © His proceſs and examie 
'* nation are to be ſeen at Delft in Hollaxd. --:t: 
; They ſay indeed,that we muſt do nothing 
contrary-to the commands of God ; but they 
permit not thoſe who.are commanded by the 
Superior, to examine whether his command 
be conformable to the commands of God. 
For (as Pope 7«lizs the third , in the. Bull 
which Ribadenera inſerts inthe life of Igna- 
tw, ſaith) Chriſtum in Prepoſito praſentem 
agmſcunt. They achnowledg Jeſus Chriſt 
j 16 be preſent 1m the perſon of the Superior, © 
". The Capucins are:more moderate; for they 
F | | oblige themſelves to obey their Superiour in 
| 
; 


all things except ſin.. For exainple ; if the 
Superior ſhould command a' Capucin to plant 
| Cole-worts witly the leaves downward, -and 
the foot upwatd, 'orto lick tip- the. ſpittle of 
another-Capucinz- of to plant a firaw, a d tc 
- witter ituntill it grows, the Monk is br u 1d 


FBb #1 bf toll 


. TheCapucin treated, 


-moſt proper to 
mores, +RoY 


try the obedience of the - 


Of the excellence ,, and prerogarives of each 
Order of the brgging Fryars. 


2 Ach Order of the begging Mopkes hath 

ſome priviledges and Prerogatives to 
render it recommendable. . The Carmelies 
have this priviledg above the other Orders, 


1 next Saturday after their death. 
0d. St. Aztomn, who hath written the life of 
St. Domunch,, the Patron. of the.:Preaching- 


« 
 _ 


Fryars, tells us, that St. Dominick, being 
tem oncein atrance, ſaw the heavens opened , 
Tijt and a multitude of Monks in: celeftial 
'  butſawnot one of his own Order amoneft - 
theyl them, whereupon this bleſſed Saint wept bit- " 
r 10 terly; Burt Jeſus Chrift comforted hims by ' + 
'theÞ ſhewing him a multitude of Facobs3 Fryars ' 


.honour. 


LS, 


.to obey theſe commands, ſuch aQtions being 


hat they remain in Purgatory but untill the 


gloty,. 14-20] 


that were hid urider the Virgin Mearies Kirtle, :; :, ... 
| Not one of any other Order ever had this-+-; '.. 
It is obſervable that: this Antony, ' * 
Archbiſhop of Flerences was Canoriized by ' © * 
11 Pope Clement the 7th; _ Dom:.'1 $23. 80d. NN 
Chat 4151 


 TheGapucin tdeates. 


that in the Bull of Cananization the ' ſait] 
Popeapproves of, and authorizeth the do- 
Arine of this Antowin, and gives great Indub- 
gences to thoſe who ſhall viſit his reliques. 
The ſame is recited by Throdorick, in the 
life of St. Dommck, as Suri reports. 
- But the Adsnors ſurpaſs. all the other i Ot- 
pi ders in the greatrels' of their: Indulgences, 
" oranted by the Popes to St. Franci's Order. 
| Redd a book eminited, Thr rhaufurs-of the 
þ —_ by Lndsl ences. of St. Francis's Cord het and you 
* Tho, Dare ' ſhall-find theſe words in p. 119. Jtem, every | 
| '3n the - until tha natrocty of our Lady, there ' is 
if ew's _ripht bundred fxty dy thouſand , ani ov 
panes hundred ſixty two yeurs, aud one hundred days 
' '2614: & £ % —_—_— and aremifion ofebe hid part 
F | », graxted to drvers Churches, The Je- 
by 7. laugh at this, and care not to obtain of | 
| "; . the Popeſuch Indulgences. z 
\Urhis may . Pope Sixt 'y, Am. 1586. on May'7, 
|\/be ſeen ir | granted fo -thoſe of the fraternity of St;Fran- 
'| {the book of 739% Cord;who ſhall ſay five Pater mſtery, & 
||ebe Inca wor many - Ave Marier,on Palm-Saturday, and 
'Nhe fracer. f the feaſt of St, Fahy the 'Erarge/sſ? ; ahd 
[1 5 nity ef the that before" Porta. Latina, the niog: of all 
| | Cord prin their fins, and power to free one ſoul ot of 
Irie by Fob Fobn 20 Purgatory, -.! And theſe /priviledges are \con- 
Wn a+. " Grmed: by: the Tetters'Patehts of the fame £- 
18 rt. Hillarys Pope, datecat' St, HMarks: "_ 9, 150, = 
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The'Capucintreated, 7 
But the .ajoſt memorable Indulgence. ts; 
that which (as the Roſary'of BernardiaſaithY* rraucis 
ub- i Sc. Fraxcis. obtained for the Church of Sanfia/was born 
&S. i Maria Angelernm, called Portiancyln ih the in this Ci- 
the | City of 4ſiſe (viz.) that all they who ſhall 77» "ic 
go-into that Church ſhall receive the re- Ducks! * 
'- I miſfion of. all their fins: However, Jeſus Spo/cta. | 
eS, Il Chriſt would not grant this to St. Fravcis,. 
er. i but on condition that he ſhould get a confic- 
be i mation of this Indulgence from the Pope: - ,,,,,;,: 
zou i Thisalo is one of the prerogatives of St. jnviza Ds 
Ty i Francis Order, and'of St,Domnnick's: Qr- minici c.1 
1&5 I der, thatthe habit of St.Francrs, or St.Dowy?/ef. 1.5125 
OF nick is as 200d as aſecond Baptiſm, and thas/em 9h 
ys | by vertue of this habit all our fins paſt ar®quco Epife 
art | cancelled, And this is the reaſon why". many cops appres 
Je- & Princes | and perſons _ of quality of thein Pendir 
of | death-beds have been clad in the habit of a $1102 
Y Cordelier, or Capucin, that their ſins may be T hoy p 
'7> pardoned. * (514.1 ares ep a 
—_ Of alt-the Patrons of the: Monaftiquei Or & in 4... 
& = ders no'dneis exalted-to'fo high : degree /*6 


| 
nd i of celeſtial glory as St. Francis z ('for he At 


o Pages m. the igheſt dogrec of Angelical Fon. '#eÞ 
elory.) The Church of Kone makes nine'On+ 1b. de Me 

of | ders of Angels differingiingtory. The highs "4 bs... 
or- | eft Order is that of the \Seraphixs, The: fe? La "I 
' Sa, Aphor: in verb. Relief ix ate ebrum funt {x pHiFt Groutsqul 

bus ornatus fuit beatus Fraiici{tis, | Ft W. 
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The Capucin treats. 
cond'is the Order of the Cherabins,&c, But 


Seraphins, above the Cherubins , as'St, Anto- 
-#n tels us in the life of St, Francis, inthe firſt 


of the 18, Pſalm, He rode upon. the Chera- 
bins, and did flie upon' the wings of the winds, 
are ſpoken not only of Jeſus Chriſt, but may 
allo be applied to St, Francis, who 1s exalted 


Chapter, he ſaith, that the S:x wings of the 
Seraphins are the Six perfeftiuns wherewth 
St, Francis was adorned, In this high degree 
of Glory, he ſees eight Claſſes of Angels,and 
all the Saints, farr beneath himſelf. 

St.' Bonaventure, a General of St, Fran- 
cis Order, and a Cardinal, ſaith the like, 
as I ſhall ſhew you hereafter, 


tte Perbo- _ Pope Nicolas 3. in the Decretal Exit 


qui Seminat ſaith, that when Jeſus Chriſt 
buite cor, fPAKS of the fourth prrt of the ſeed which 
\jFr decile, fell on good ground, by this good fourth part 


fratrum 


is | ot .2Intheſame place, this Pope, commend- 
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ing the poverty and perfeRtion of St. Fran- 
Feligio. ©%, obſerves he had no bags, and that he 
Nebrifiur 6 findes. not thoſe: ations of infirmity which 
(i: criom Werein Jeſus Chriſt, who had two aRions 


pfimas fcut inter dun ut in ſuge pattt, & in loculis, 


— —— —————— ror 


St, Francis is placed jin the Order cf the. 


Chapter, where he ſaith, that thoſe words | 


above the (hernbins, And in the ſame 


”» wi. ak} 7 
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The Capucin treated, 


f infirmity (viz ) he hada bagg, and he 
led. In theſe two things Holy Francs ſur- 
nounted Jeſus Chrift. 


CHAp. IV. 


Df the words 'Minor and Minime ; and of 
the obſervation of the whole Rule. 


"He Monks of St.Fraxcis's Order are cal- _ 
led Minors,that is to ſay, Leſsthan others, 
n token of Humility, But there is ſprung 
p another Order of Monkgs , whereof St. 
Francis of Panl/a, a Calabrian, is Patron, 
and Anthor, This Saint lived in the time 
f Lewis 11, Who dyed Anno Domnn 1483, 
he Monks of this Order. not thinking it hu- 
mility enough to be called 24nors , call 
themſelves Minimes, that is toſay LeafF of 
[4], TheLife of theſe Monkes 1s altogether 
Quadragefimal., that is a- continual: Lent ; 
By vertue of this title they pretend a right 
to begging,becauſe Jeſus Chriſt in the 10, of 
Matthew ſaith, Whoſoeter ſhall groe to drink, 
to one of the leaſt of theſe, or to one of theſe © 
Minimes, # cup of cold water onely, (hall not 
loſe birrenard; However, this hinders them 
not from receiving an alms of wine,although 
Jeſus Chriſt ſpeaks of cold water onely, 
OY IO | It 
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Tee Capucin treated. 

-  Ttis obſervable, that. in the Maſle of the 
ſaid: St, Fraxets of Parnle, which is cele- 
brated on the ſecond of April, the -Prieſt 
reads aloud this verſe of the Goſpel : Qyod 
um ex Minimis feeiffis, mus feceſtis, Alle- 
. Iuja, What you have done to one of theſe 

Mimmes, you have done «t to me.” For they 

preſuppoſe that Jeſus Chriſt will ſpeak of 

chem in the day of the general. Judgment. 

This Male, ' which is peculiar to the Order 

of the Minimes , they have cauſed to be 
[overt | | 

. But to return tothe Fryars Minors, there : 
are divers ſorts of them ( w1z ). the -Obſer- 
vantines, the Recolletis , the C ApACmns, Fc. 

Thiere was a time When the Cordeliers onely 

were in requeſt 3 but- afterward theſe Corde- 

ters giving themſelves liberty .in- divers 
thirgs, and { diſpencing with themſelves from 
the entice obſervation of St. Francss*s Rule, 
and of divers conſtitutions of 'the Order 
the-Capueins ſprung up, who now a dayes 
have the eſteem and admiration of the peo- 

* profeſſing toobſerve the Rule entirely, 
although they doi it not. For the Rule of * 
St; Francis commands the Fryars 4:nors to 
labor with their hands, which contend the 
Capueins obſerve not,” 77 te; 
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the 
cele- - H A P. V. | 
rieſt | 
JOf the A writ) ”, Pr Diſciplins of the Capus 
10 cins ; vn frff of ys hubits. | 
- he ſe TT 


they Js © Capmcins go bare-foot ry and. have 
c of ||| 4 -legg'd,onely they wear Sandals, or A 
ent, ſſftolical (hooes, which are nothing elſe 
rder ſoles of ſhooes ſo: tycd over the feet that = 
| be Ffeet appear, They weare onely a Gown and 
a ſharp pointed hood - the other ſorts of 
ere EFryars A43nors weare a round: hood in forme 
ſer. Nof a Child's biggin;; - : 

>. They weare no ſhine.” onely. they hove 
ely || drawers, which they let down when they 
de- j| whip themſelyes. / To wearetwo garments, 
ers for to have ſtockings, and ſhooes, or to be 
xm | vitt with a teather. airdle,. and. not with a 
le, cord; is counted amortal fm, '. And, yet the 
rs Legends of St,. Francis , wiitten by St, 
es | Bonaventure, St, Amtonine, and. Fucabm de Bonaven, 
o- | YVaragune, ſay that St. Francis did\fomtimes a_ Surke 
y, | wear ſtockings and ſhooes,and was girtwith a ; _ Cp 
of leather girdle. Antonin, | 
oO In this Cord the Capncins knit great keaots pag, 735 | 
je | for aw Ornament. All this isdone in hami- 

lity,” and there is great merit init. . 

- They never put off their Garments ex- 


The Capucin treated. 
. cept it be to take the vermine out of them 
or to patch them. Yea they will in humili 
_ ty put patches ona new garment, Theiif 
- garment: confifts of three pieces, in honor fff 
the Trinity : To be clad 1a the habit does 
much good as Baptiſm : I have ſeen in the 
houſes of Princes, and Gentlemen of quali- 
ty, little Children of fix or ſeven yeats old 
clad in Capucins habit. Mothers do this, t6 
imprint on their Childrens hearts a love and [F< 
' reverence to the Order of St. Frances, If 
a Capucin ſhould die without his Cord, he 
would be efteemed torhave dyed without St. FF" 
Francis's habit, and an evil cenſure would be 
paſt upon him, | 


CHAP. VI. 


Droers auſtermnies, and: obſervations of the 
-\ Capucins, as well thoſe to which they are 
. obliged by their Rule, and by the Confſti- 
' » tutions of their Order, as thoſe to which 
they oblige themſelves by volintary devg- 


£100, 


BY the conſtitutions of the Afraor Fryars, 
ride on horſ-back, except in caſe of 
ſickneſs, or wrgent neceſſity, 1s a mortal fin; 
although St. Francs did often ride npon an | 
Als. FT TO 


— 
os a 


The Capucin treated. 
It is alſo a mortal fin for a Monk-to have 
n+ particular, and without the Superior's 
cnowledg,any thing worth above thirty pehce; 
Tod if.he ſhould: die without revealing. it to 
he Superior, he 1s deprived of Eccleſiaſtical 
urial. - You may ſee this in the Declarati- 
ons of the Rule. | | "ee, . 
They are not permitted to þe Gadfathers, 
or to preſent a child to baptiſm : this they 
account ſcandalous, and St. Frarc:s's Rule 
orbſds it vl gs 
It is an ordinary cuſtom ameng the Capu- 
ins, t6 ſend to women in travel, little pieces 
of St. Francis's Wood, or to cauſe them to 
wallow-the powder of it in ſome holy water, 
to facilitate their delivery. This St, Fran- 
cis*s wood is the wood of a great Oak, which 
| [was once the taffe which he uſed when he 
be walked abroad. This Raff (out of reverence) 
ye fbe would: not carry into the Church , but 
7. fpicching it into the ground at the Church» 
þ [door it took root, and became a great tree. 
- In'the Chaire of the Capucin's Churches 
there Nands a veſſel full of ſand, or lime, 
into which they ſpit. Divers Capucins who 
have left the Order, and have been eye- 
£ Iitneſſſes, do aſſure me that they have ſeen 
ſome-Capucins lick up- the ſpittle which 
| (through heedleſneſs) hath faln (beſide the 
; yveſo . 
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Fhe.Capucin treated, 
veſſel, and in mottification to. ſwaltew it, 7 
This is accounted a great vertue. They have 
alſo ſeen the Superior:command ſome Monk 
tolick up the ſpittle of the 'reft,, in humility, 
and mortification I 
k- It is-a frequent cuſtome among the- Ca, 
cins, to prick themſelves,. and with" their 
lood to fien vows to the Virgin ary, andi 
t to carry the papers whereon- theſe vows are. 
[/ written, about with them, This is taken fa | 
if rand devotion. id oiiu 
i They lie ia their cloaths upon boards, : andfl; 
alittle firaw, over which' there is. a! lmnew 
cloth ſpread, and nailed to the boards. .1? * 
| They make three Lents: two by neceſſity of 
precept,and the third by voluntary devotion, 
This St. Francis*s Rule teacheth them; Alſo]... 
they faſt twelve days-before. hi ſaatide,ſ ; 
and on all the Vigils of the: Virgin; off, . 
the :Apoſiles, and 'of the Saints!.of their -. 
Ord,” « / een 
They give to 'whom they pleaſe ;; certair 
Letters, which they call Letters of Filzation 
authorized by ' the Pope, whereby they give 
to thoſe who have them, as great a ſhare f 
all their auſterities, penances, faſts, whippings 
 &c, as if they were niembers of their: Or 
der.” Sothat a Merchant or a Genttethad,, b 
vittie of theſe Letters of Fi/ation hath as realſ' - 
AE | . | ly 
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The Gapucin treated.” 
Wy a part in their merits and catisfations, as if 
hey were his own, for /{q 'they ſay God 
ill have it, and that he takes this for pay- 
BY 
They never 00 out & PL at with- 
AY oh _ leave of the' Tipenior on +: 6 
2 KNEES, {: -;.. 
heir The: young Monks dre not ſpeak = 
and \der, but on their knees ; and” when: they 
ahave {poken,they make a very low bow. 
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Tfar The Capacinsgive to people little tickets, 


K yhereinithe name of Jeſus is written,:to cure 
anllte gre 'or Fever, Herein they differ from 
_ he eAvguſtine Monks, who give little 
| oaf nb leaven on: St. Nicholas Talen- 
ya ins day, who was a Saint” of their Order. 


7c. 0 beyſup poſe that theſe loaves have: a: neat” pane 


oY cineaaink diſeaſes, .. ' | 
- Their, Conſtitutions forbid them to Fn | 
| ifemſelves with a: Raſor,. but they-are *per» 
rings to trim themſalves with Sciflars, And - 
eygarenot keep a Raſor intheir. Convents, - 
tang, cept irbe to ſcarifib their ſhoulders after , 
100 Jie uſe of cuppingaglaſſes, 
gl 'By'tkeſame ConRitutions they are forbid- | 
woe the uſe of Tpices 5: and to beg BgFs and 
ele, 
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CHAP. VII. 
Of the whippings of the Capucins. 


Y the Conſtitutions of the Order, the 
Capucins whip themſelves three timer 
a week, at twoa Clock after midnight,(v:z.) 
at two after Sunday night, after Tueſday nigh 
| and after Thurſday night. In the winter they 
whip themſelves at half an hour. paſt five in 
= the evening,for fear of too great a cold inthe 
 B night, They whip themſelyes on thecback 
| EA 


| 
ty 
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Bonav vita and buttocks, PE PN. InP" 
Franciſci +-This they do in imitation. of St. Frangss,0 
pag. 38, whom St, Bonaventure,and St, Antonine write, 
_—_— = 3 that being-one day tickled with carnal ternp- 
ti 7977 0 rtions, he laſht himſelf very ſeverely: with 
i Cf, 24:C.2.,. - - 45 
EF! fe#.x. His Cord, ſaying thus to himſelf + £7a frate 
' "rod virdfine, decet te manere, & (ig ſnbire: flagelinm; 


4 r 


F _—_— that is, Ge to,brother aſſe, thou muſt ftay,ani " 
18 chengi be whipt thus, * But his temptations conti 
| Curiſimg Pued (or all this, and therefore, to ſubd: 


ſe verbera-them , he fiript himſelf ſtark naked, and th 
bar,dicens,plunged himſelf over head and ears in th FY 
Eja frat*rfnow, and made ſeyen ſnov-balls , ſaying} © 
«fine, ec. wh 
* Thi, Sedc:m tentatio niquaquam diſcederct, ſforas exiens cy Th} 
hyems efſet in maguam nivs congeriem ſt-nudum immerſit, & ci 
= 5 ol Ch 


Antonin. fit. 24. faþ. 2, {((, 1. 


. TheCapuan' treated, iI> | 

The biggeſt. us thy: wife, and theſetws are thy 
two daughters, &rc.”) Theſame 1s recited by 
Zames de Voragine in his Legend of St. Fray 
cis, And St. Antonne ſaith, that he often 
plunged himſelF in a. place full of ice and 
ſnow, #ſque ad ilicits motus receſſmm, that 
is, untill the immodeſt motion of his (ectet 
par ne: Sov, 8 
| Beſides this whiping , and the torments _ 
" which St, Froxcis inflicted on his own body, ©#0nin. c. 
Nl the devils wiypt him often, and very rudely ; "0 
but the blefſed Saint gave demonſtrations that gella4 d#- | 
he received all this with joy. Bonaventure monibus, 
ſaith, that'-one day the devils beat him ſo©*- . 
ſorely that they left him half dead; .. ... ,,,, aad 

But to returning to the whipping . of the 5,1juw p.. 
Capucins, before they begin this- pleaſant4o & 4r. 
exerciſe, each one prepares himſelf for it zones = 
þ 2nd with hiswhip drives his fellow to a con-,1,1"7m.; 
i ventent diſtance from him , for-fear of ſtrt-yecem re. 
 king' him. Being all ready, the Superior linquurr, 
E knocks with. his hand on a bench, and pre- 

ſently all the candles are blown out, and he 
Fthat wears the cope that week begins to fing 

the- Pſalm cAMerſerere, and they all follow, 


"whipping themſemſelves? while they ſing, 
Then they fing De Profundss, then the an- 
cient Salve Regina, and: then the ancient 
THICbrifieu fall eff obediens pre mbis, © Dii- 
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ring 2 all this\finging. (which: la{ts,about:half 
af hour) the whipping continues in-fuch ſort 
that the: blood trickles down. * \And they 


-make -4 'terrible noiſe: with their - whips. 


[The ſinging being ended, the Superior knocks 
his ſeat ; with his? footy\and fo the. wiupping 
ceafeth. ! 0 3 ES TY 

This diſcipline i 1s very terrible for many 
times you ſhall ſee the place all »blusdy : 
#nd in great Convents | where thre -are 60, 


or! 80. Capucins, there-is ſuoty: ai noiſe of 


Monks ſinging with open mourh , and: ma- 
king their whips dack, that you Would think 
the. houſe 'were falling - This'whipping 1s a 
Juſt ation, for theſeifathers deſerve it well 
Inthe holy week they ufe this” diſcipline 
every day, but they;redouble it.on Good-fri- 
day, for on that day inſtead of one A4;feere 
they fing three , and the winpping cHrmnn 
all the while. Jo] 


On the Vigues of the feaſts of our: Lady 


and of the other ſolemn feaſts, and on:every 
friday of the month of March they, whip 
themſelves in the dining-room before din 
ner. Butthis whipping | laſts no longet than 
while they are ſinging of one/f:ſerere, which 
1s the 51, Pſalm, which ends in v/tales 
Hence comes the proverb to be whipt from 
Moſerere unto witles, This whipping, whic 
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Tt Capita tteattd, 19 
is milder;and ſhorter than-at other times, is 
exerciſed:an tne(ihoulders anely, and not on 

© | the buttocks. - 

P* i . This being ended, they eat bread and pot- 
tazc.on their knees 111: honour of the Virgin 

Mar 7: Their night whippings are exerciſed 

on their buttocks ; . but the day whippings on 

2) Nl the ſhoulders only. 

: In the' niorning theſe poor Capucins g0 

© ff abroad toi-beg, with carved buttocks and 
embroidered backs, carrying a Wallet on the 

(|| ſhoulder. They beg from door to ;door-; 

"NF one gives them bread, another a ſhoulder of 
Mutton, another a Leg of a Capon, . another 

puts ſome Wineinto their bottle, which is 

very large, and of a great a 3-4 


ai CHAP . VAIL. 
of the Penaxces i ohe C mE 


.o "2. penances of the Capuctns , for pu- 
niſhing of a fault, gre impaſed in the-di- 
ning-room,which _ (<i99s alſofor a Chap- 
. if ter-houſe, -- 
In this place before dinner the Monks on 
Ftheir knees wait for the ſuperior,or Guardian; 
: who being come, the moſt ancient of thoſe 
. who are to receive pany puts off his gar- 
ment | 
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The Gapucin treated. 
ment from his ſhoulders, claſps:his hands, 
and holds down-his'head; as low as his knees, 
accuſing himſelf of fins commutted-1againſt 
the.Conſtitutions. They do not accuſe them- 
ſelves for. want of a firmy'affiance in the pro- 
miſes-of the Goſpel :+ but” ordinarily thoſe 
things whictvthe penitent confeſſeth, are tri- 
fles ; for, he confefleth' .either:that.he hath 
talked too loud, - or 'walked too Faſt;.or gaz'd 
about ' too- much; or hath ſcratcht himſelf 
while:he was at prayers,' or | hath broken an 
eatthen pot,” or the like, This confelſion 
they. call 'rhefanit, Then' come the ref, 
and'make ſuch another confeſſion. | 
As theſe confeſſions are abſurd, fo are the 
penances umnpoſed-by the Superior on the 
penitent as ridiculous. He that 1s accuſed 
in the Chapter-houſe to have broken filence, 
is condetnned to take a ſhort aff in his 
mouth, -and to hold-it betwixt his teeth until 
the Superior ſay to him, 1: zs exongh, In 
Italian he ſays Baſia, Somtimes they have 
along pole,- which five 'or ſix-of them: hold ſ | 
between their teeth, and ſo walk up.- and | 
down with 1t while the others are atdinner, 
who mult take heed that they do not laugh. | 
Tf any one hath whipt himſelf too gent- 
ly, he is condemned to whip himſelf publick- 
iy upon the ſhoulders with a fox-tail in the 


ve 
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preſence of thoſe that are at dinner. 


ls, IF any one hath tatked too much,he is con- 
S demned to draw a Croſs on the ground wi:h 
[t his tongue. | 
Ne Sometimes for a penance they make a 
wy Monk eat with a Cat in the ſame diſh, And 
fe others are. made to ſuck a flint dipt 1n 
we Vinegar. .- 


- Others riſe from their knees todrink, and 
d as often as they drink they ſay to their bre- 
el thren who are at dinner, before they drink, 
a Wl FPrethren,pray to God for poor brother Linotte, 
on Bf or for brother Tribouleus, or for poor brother 
[t, Griboville, &'c. For they are obliged to 
take ridiculous names in humility, to render 
ne themſelves contemptible, After this they 
ne drink by permiffion with very great mo- 
ed deſty. - 
ork. If any one be accuſed of being too ſpruce 
hs and finical, a bucket of water is brought him 
aul Y to view himſelf in , or they preſent him with 
In thebackſide of a kettle for a looking-glaſs. 
We They who have ſlept at prayers, are made 
od toliedown in the preſence of thoſe that are at 
and BY table, and are made to ſnore, as if they were 
n aſleep. 
If any breaks a cup, or bottle, or a frying- 
an,. heis made to catry it about hanging at 


ns neck for a pennance. 
| oF CHAP. 


—— 
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CHAP. IX. 


Some extravagant aftions, in which the 
Capncins place holineſs. ho 


| Þ am Capucins who have left the Con- 
LA vent, have confeſſed to me, that al- 
though they were accounted the moſt zealous 
amongſt them, yet they had much adoe to 
forbear laughing at ſome extravagant aCtions, 
in which the Capucis place holineſs. 
Theſe things following are praiſed a- 
moneſt them, ( iz. ) To view.;themſelves 
in a Fryingpan. To make a ctoſs with the 


tongue in the aſhes. To combe the beard 


witha rake. To chop off the beard on a 
block with a hatchet, To land upon one 
lego in the midſt of the dining-room. To 


kiſs the feet of all thoſe who are at dinner. 


To make a Monk dahce before them all. 
To make him fence. To blindfold him 
with a dirty clout, To go about upon all 
four like a beaſt. To carry about on the head 
a basket like a head-piece. To put upon the 
noſe a patr of ſpeRacles made of felt. To ride 


about upon a ſtick like a child, &c. But. 


the abſurdeſt penance of all is, when the 
Superior commands: # Monk, who having 
| ER” | filled 
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filled his belly,leaves ſome part of his dinner 
behind him , to eat it up all, So that he 


' muſt break his belly in humility, and morti- 


fication. VER EIT 

In the life of St, Felix de Cantalice, (:an 
almes-begger at Rome,. Canonized by the 
Pope, about 16 or 17 years ago”) this6s 
put amongſt his vertuous actions thatbeing 
at Rome , in the fircet he met Philip de 
Neri, founder of the ' Prieſts of the Oratery, 
and made him drink oF- his bottle, and that 
Philtp in requital put his hat on Felrx his 
head: Whereupon the Children in. the 
reet cryed out Fra Felice un capello, Thus 
did theſe Saints by a great ſelf denial mutu- 
ally communicate their holineſs to each 
other. 

In the Chronicles of St. Francis's Order, 
it is recorded, that Fryar 7 #mperms, ( who 
is Canonized for a Saint) boiled a hen with 
her guts, feathers and all. And that being 
in a certain Caſtle, heleft his dung in the 
bed where he lay. Another Fryar A4tzor, 
named Faeobo, in humility leapt into a 
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CHAP. X. 


Of the names, which the Capucincs take 
| when they enter into this profeſſion. 


Vo the Capmcrns enter into the 
/ VY Order, after the year of Probation 
they take another name then that which 
they had given them at their Baptiſme :- For 
( as I have alreadyſaid ) St. Fraxcis*s habit 
1s accounted another Baptiſm. One is called. 
Hilary, another 7oſeph, another Baſil,c&c. 
Some of them take Sublime and Czleſtial 
names, One1s called Father Angel, ano- 
ther Father Archangel, another Father Sps- 
7it, another Father Cherubry, another Fa- 
ther Seraphin, &c. which names are very 
unſuitableto the profeſſion of humility, To 
be a Fryar © Miner, that is,to be the leaſt,and 
yet to be an Archangel,are things altogether | 
inconſiſtent, Beſides the nature of their 
vow 15 to do works of Supererogation : but the i 
Angels dono ſuch works, for they content 
CI with obeying the commands of 

(300, | 
Thoſe who ſay the Capucins are called 
Angels becauſe they imitate the Angels, in 
that they marry not, nor receive mony, do 
great 


[ 
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preat Wrong to the Order of theſe Monks; 
or by the ſame reaſon they may be ſaid to 
mitate the Devils, becauſe they neither mar- 
te &y, nor poſſeſſe wealth any more than the 
Angels. Sor 
Itisa mockery toſay, that they are called 
1e {MAngels, and Seraphins, becauſe they take the 
"n Angels and Seraphins for their Patrons, and 
ch MProteRors : For by the ſame reaſon a marri- 
or. ſed woman, who hath taken the Virgin Mary 
it {Wor her Patroneſs, may be called the Virgin 
ed Mary; And hewho takes God for hispro- 
c, MeQor, may be called God. But fith the 
al {IC apncins have St. Francis for their ProteRor, 
o- vho is(as they ſay) of the Order of the Sera- 
5- Mphins, and exalted above the eight Orders of 
a- MAngels, what need have they to. take the 
ry Angels for their Patrons ? Beſides, they who 
[0 chooſe Angels, or Saints for their Patrons, 
nd chooſe one certain Angel, or Saint for their 
er Patron ; and notthe Angels and Saints in 
ir general. 


by, 


he 
nf C H A P. Xl. 
of T he form of making their Vow. 


2d V\ F Hen a Capucin will enter into the 
in Y  Order,after the year of probation,he 
is admitted to make the vow, which is done 


10 
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in the preſence of the Superior, and his bre- 
thren, in theſe terms : 


1 A, B. do Vow, and promiſe to 
God the Father Almighty, and to the 
Bleſſed Virgin Mary , to the Bleſſedſ- 
Apoſtles Peter: and Paul, to the Bleſſed” 
$+, Francis wy Patrox, and to you mf: 
Father, to obſerve the Rule of the Fryars © 
Minors, livise in Poverty, Obedience, Ni... 
and Chaſtity. 


He that receives this Vow anſwers, 


And 1, if thouvbſerveit, do promiſe 
thee,in the name of God, life eternal, 


0! 


CHA p. XII. 
Some obſervations upon this Vow, 


| Barn things are remarkable in this vow, Þe/ 
L# which being rightly underſtood, we ſhallF: 
finde that many abuſes, yea impieties arc 
therein covered with the cloak of religion. 

In the firſt place,this vow is made to God 
the Father, to the Virgin Mary, to Saints, 
and to the Superior of the Convent, without} C 
making any mention at all of Feſus Chriſt. &: 
| | In 
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In the Second place, -he:who. makes: tf:fs 
ow to Saints departed, preſupprſetit'that 


= 


ofe Saints do ſee him,” andthat they. know - 


#0 ſhe intention of his heart.-\. This is contrary 
theo the Holy Scripture, which ſaith, that tbe 
ſed cad have no more a porrids for ever 29. any 
ſed ing that 15 done under the 'Snu, Ecclef. 9; 

;, And that God one! y kuwws the hearts of the 
hildren of mes. 2 Chrox. 6, 30. 22 63 
This vow 1s repugnant to'all the examples 
Contained in the Holy Scriptures, wherein 
here is no vow made-to creatures, but to 

30d onely ; as God himſelf commands 

i Pal. 501 14, Offer nite. God thanks- 
Jl Vin, and pay thy vows unto the woſt High. 
' ere ſacrifices, and vows are linked toge: 

her, as things equally due unto God. ' But 

he Church of Rowe holds that we muſt offer 
acrifices to God onely. Ergo. | 
I But thatin the holy Scripture not one ex- 
mple is to be found of vows made to Saints, 
Bellarmine freely confeſleth in his bock De 
1t:s Sanftorum, Chapter 9. in theſe wo.ds; 
hen the Holy Scriptures were written , the 
uſtome of making vows to Saints was not bt- 
7, The ſame Jeſuit in ' the ſame chap- 


0 God onely, even as ſwearing, and ſacrifi- 
ing art, as appears by the holy Scriptares. 


er ſaith that 4 vow 35 41 ation of religion due. 


: 
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Theſe are his own words. Thomas Aquina: 
the Prince of School-men, ſaith the ſam 
A vow ( ſaith he ) # to be made to God ow 
ly, bat a promiſe may be made to 4 my 
And in the ſame place, A Vow & an attin 
of Religion, or Divine Worſhip, Where: 
fore Cardinal Cajetan, in his notes upar 
this place of Thomas, to defend vows mad: 
eo Saints, ſaith,that the Saints are Gods, ani 
that vows are made to them, »t ſunt Dy pr 
participationem, as they are Gods by partici 
pation, The ſame ſaith Bellarmne in the 
afore-mentioned chapter, _ A Vow beloug! 
»ot to the Saints out ontly 45 they are Gids} 
participation. But we are certaine that thi, 
Saints who raigne with Chriſt are ſuch, Et: 
go0&c, According to what Pope Gregory, 
2, ſaith in his Epifile to the Emperour Ley, 
(wiz. ) that all the Kingdomes of the weſt 
owne St, Peter for 4 God upon Earth, 

But theſe DoGtors conſider not, that if 1 
vow be a worſhip of Latria, and due to 
God onely, and that if we make vows toll ; 
Saints becauſe they are Gods by participation 
it follows that we give to Saints the wot- 
ſhip of Latr:s by participation. 

Alſo they conſider not, that by the ſame 
reaoſn 1t may be ſaid, that the Superior, « 
Guardian, who receives this vow, is God \ 
k | 
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'Þy participation. For when the Fryar 24tmor 
ath ſaid, 41 vow #nto God, and to the Vir- 
in; and: to the Saints, he adds, and to you 
. 7 Father, vowning to the Guardian in the 
ame termes in Which he vows to the Saints , 
nd to God. | This needs not ſeem ſtrange; 
For .in the Church of . Rome , the "Prieſts - 
re called Gods. and Creators of their Crea- 
or, havinga Divine power, , yea, a power 0- 
/. Wer Jeſus Chritt, Mr, Beſte, a famous 
Preacher, inhis book of the Prieftly- Office, 
hap. 2. ſaith, The Prieſi-hood and the 
Deity. have 1, kyow not. what of common, 4nd 
are almoſt of an equal (grandeur, for they 
have the ſame power, Item. Seeig that the 
Prieſt-hood is equal to the Deity, and that 
Wal Priefts are Gods, therefore it. far. exceeds 
the Kinely Office, and Priefts are much more 
thay Kings, And alittle after he ſaith, that 
God obeyathe Prieſts, as often as they pronounce 
the wards:of.. conſecration,  A- Sorboniſt -na- 
med Peirgs Aurelins, bath; lately written a 
book.with, [the approbation,.and by the au- 
'$ thority of the Colledge of Sorgon,, which re- 
fates atreatiſe of the Jeſuits entituled Spox- 
$14; - and in the 75 page this eureka ſaith, 
Data eſt Sacerdotibus poteſtas Chriſtum, hoc 
eſt Deum 1pſum producends, thatis, :A power 
15 gipento Prieſts to produce Chriſt, fav is 
| | fg 
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td ſay God himſelf. He adds, that the power fff 
the Prieſt's hath in 18 a certaty enolation of th 
ererual "operations, whereby mn Devine bo 
Fw: are produced. 

ui crea- © "Gabriel Biel, Elbnous among the » gol 

vic me (6 gen, in his fir Leſſon upon the Canon d 
Fo ” 7;-the Maſs ſpeaks thus ; The Prieſt hath grea 
OY power over both the bodies of C briſt. That is, 


mb create 


ſe; & qui over 'the Chijrch ,, and over the confecr: 
creavit m:t&q hofte, which he calls God.- And an hi 
create Me- Egljrth Leſſon; Whoever faw the like > Kt 
that created 'me*(if T- may -ſo' fpeak). batifif 
Siyen me power" cfeate bim. And hf 


diante me, 


ar created, me without'my mdlp, 16.Create! A 


by my means, 
Simeon Dy. ©, This" minyet Ffpeech is n6t hew. - For 
n'lyenſis Apo 1097" Hrben WH. called 8 Council a 
wang Rom, acairft the Emperor Hewr y TI. andiff 
bai other ſecular” Pririces who ſhould clainff® 
ftaſt. Hiſto! 7 Tiofit to. the® Mveſtiture * of Biſhops and 
Iy, .300, Abbots; # 2nd M> the Collations” of. :Benefices, | 
and Prebends, lalſedginys that 51 an abort. 
able th:ng thar thoſe hands which ereare- God 
ſhould be obliged"to ſo much ignominy 4s to 4 
homage to thoſe hands which mght and da 
are defiled with filthy And diſhomſt rouchesÞ . 
Wherefore, you. muft*not wonder , if 2 
Monk that is Anittedi into the Order, make: 
a vow to the Supertor, Who is a Prieſt , and 


O1ves 
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ives him that honour, which belongs to the 


orſhip of Latra , ſeeing + the Prieſis are 


Killed Gods, and Creators of thetr Creator, 
7 $nd that they have a power over - Jeſus 


hriſt, + -.- SH 
To theſe teſtimonies of the Doors 'of 


Ste. Romiſh Church, who ſay, that a vow 
 pelongs to the worſhip of Latria , and ought 


o be made to God only, we muſt adde the 


= ef1mony of 'that Jeſuit, Gardinal Tolet, in 
Wook 4. Of the inflitution of Priefts,: wo 


T5. eAviwit #promiſe madt to God by # 


| liberate purpſe' and will, 'By theſe things 


appears, that'a vow made to Saints, or 
0.2' Superior 0fa- Convent, is pure Idolatry; 
or thereby that- honour which is due to God 
ly, is communitated to the:creature. 
OP: advetfafies cannot eſcape by ſaying, 
birt vowing to Saints they" vow mediztly 


Fo "Gods for» the worſhip: of Lat#ra ought hot 


o be given/to'the creature either raecidtely 
[ immediately. In all worſhip of Latria we. 


uſt addreſs our ſelves ts: God direQly, 


ches, 
if a 
ake: 


and 


1ver 


Che Monk that makes this vow addrefſeth 


;Pimſelf ro God direAly by ſaying, 7 vowro 


Imight y God, -&c. Having thus 2ddrefled 
1mſelf to God direaly, What need is there 
hat he ſhould: afterward addrefs himſelf to 
m Phreomnn and by hn ways ?' - 
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is certain, that he who ſays to his Superior, 
or Guardian, 1 Vw to you my Father, ſpeaks 
not to God, -and by theſe words vows not 
to God, Confider the words of this voy, 
and you ſhall find, that a Monk who is 
admitted into the Order, ſpeaks to God, to 
the Saints, and to his Superior in the ſame 
terms, and vows not in two different man- 
ners. 7 | 

- - But when Be/larmze confeſleth that the 
cuſtome of making Vows. to Saints was not 
begun when the. hoty. Scriptures were writ: 
ten, he ſhould have mentiqned - the tim 
when it began,, and-.not have: cheated the 
Reader with falſe-allegatiohs,- as- his uſual 
manner ts. . For he alledgeth ' theſe words 
of Euſehins in his 13, book- of, Evangelical 
preparation, chap. 7. Honouring the ſonldier! 
of true piety as the friends of God, we com! 
fo their mounmeuts and make. vows to them: 
Wh paſlage is: falſe, and altogether for: 
EST 227 31709; On LORCIETEG 

, He alſo alledoeth Theodvret in his 8, 
book againſt the Greeks, which book is fall 
ly attributed to T heodoret. In" one point 
Bellarmine , beſides his error, difcovers hi 
Ignorance in the Greek tongue, in not know 
Ing that the Greeks have no - proper word 
to expreſs the word Vow: And the Latine 
Ce | | Interpre 
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Interpreter, to whom Bellarmune truſts, hath 
falſly tranſlated Vororum rer dona perſolvun, 
W hich words are not in the Greek Text of 
the book attributed to'T heodorer. 

It is in honour of the Pope that the Monks 
vow to St, Peter, and Sr. Pax/, and not to St. 
John, and St. James: for they make the two 
former the Founders of the Church of Rome. 

The things to which this Monk obligeth 
himſelf, are poverty, chaftity,and obedience. 
Of poverty I ſhall ſpeak hereafter. As for 
chaſtity, the Jeſuit Emanuel $4 in his Apho- 
riſms upon the word votums ſaith, that rhe 
vow of Priefthood 1s not a vow of chaſtity, 
and that the Biſhop can diſpence with ut ; 
Whereupon we demand,ivhether a Monk or a 
Prieſt that commits fornication,doth not vio- 
late the vow of Chaſtity,*and whether by this 
Vow he doth not oblige himſelf not to com- 
mit fornication. Tf he dorh not oblige-him- 
ſelf to it, he ſhews that he will not be obliged 
by vow to obey the command of God, which 
ſaith, Thow ſhalt not commut adultery : But 
by this vow he only obligeth himſelf to ab- 
Rain from a thing which God'permits, and 
not from that which he forbids, But if this 
Monk by vowing Chaſtity vows not to Com- 
mit fornication, it is evident that by com- 
mitipg fornication he —— his voy and 


—» 
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beſides he tranſgreſſeth the command of God, 
which obligeth us much more than any vo- 
luntary vow. So that he commits two evils, 
(viz,) He breaks his vow, and violates the 
law of God. Why then, when a Monk or | 


Prieſt marries for fear of violating the Law |; 


of God by committing fornication, 1s he ac- 
counted to have committed a greater fin 
than when he commits fornication ? Why | 
then 1s not a Prie(t that commits fornication, ſW 
made irregular, and incapable of the Prieſi- 
hood ; bur if he marries 1s preſently degra- 
ded, yea, and declared puniſhable - with 
death ? To this they anſwer, that it 1s be- i 
cauſe he hath broken his vow, and yet he re- if 
mains unpuniſhed, and ceaſeth not to ſing | 
Maſs for all that. For the commands of God 
do not bind ſo ſtrongly as voluntary vows do, 
which are made without, yea contrary to the 
word of God, which Taith, 1f they caxnet 
contain, let them marry. And to avoid forni- 
cation, let every man have his own wife, and 
let every waman have her ewn huſbard, 
I Cor.7. | Sag 

But that a Prieft who commits fornicati- 
on, yea hath divers Concubines, is not 
thereby rendred irregular, and incapable of 
the Prieſt-hood, not onely experience-ſhews 


(exangples of this being numberleſs ) but 
OP we 
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we have alſo the determination of Pope 1s- 


| ocent the If. Thereupon 1n the firſt book 


of the Decrerals, 1n the twelfth Title, in the 


I Chapter 91a CITCA, His words are theſe, 
47 hou deſrreſt to be inſtratted by the Apoſto- 
$/:94c See, Whether Priefts that have divers 


concubines, ought to be connted bigamons, To 


which we think” fit to anſ wer, that ſeetng they 


Wave not incurr'd the irregularity of bigamy, 


thou mayeFF diſpence with ther exerciſing 
f the Prieſily Office, they being ſtained only 
with ſmple formcation, But for marrying of 
One wife, according to the Apoſtles rule, 
a Prieſt is degraded, yea puniſhed with 


] | eath. : 


But, which is much more, one that is a 
otorious Sodomite, 1s not made 1rregular, 


but may fing Maſs for all that : as Navarre, + Navarc., 
3 Caput ad 


. . inferen- 
he Popes Penitentiary teacheth; A may _ _ 
ſaith he ) doth not mmcur hy arcHY but queſt. 2, De 


or the caſes ſpecified in the law,of which num- 4f nſ112e 
y 01xini. 


he moſt knowing of all the Canoniſts, and 


er Sodomne ts. none, And this he proves b 
he authority of Pope Innocent. And he adds, 
hat in [raly, (which is more troubled with 
his evil than it ſhould be) they demand no 

;ſpenſation for it, 
In fine, how binding ſoever the vow of 
ot marrying may be, yet the Pope can 
D 2 diſ- 


ff 
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diſpence with it, and may permit a man to 
marry Contrary to his vow. Emannel Sa 
in the ſame place ſaith, that the Biſhops may 
alſo diſpence with this vow, and permit aþþ 
man to marry. ; 
Methinks alſo to vow to St. Peter never | | 
to marry, 1s topretend to be wiſer than he; | 
for he was a married man. It 1s juſt as iff 
one ſhould ſay to him, 41 do vow to thee not Þ 
zo follow thy example. 1 do promuſe to be 
wiſer axd holier than thog. 
Itis evident, that he who burns with fil-i 
thy luſts, and yet voivs never to marry, does 
like a fick perſon that ſays to God, Lord, |} 
am ſick, but I promiſe thee that 1 will un 
make nſe of the remedies which thou offer-| 
eff me, and ef ordained in thy word , for 1 
will be wiſer then thon. 


rips bak ew JU uo Oo. 
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| to 

Sa CHAP. XIII. 

nay 

tafh The Impitty of the Superiours Anſwer, 


ver | ++ there be Superſtition and Impiety in 
ie; | this Vow, whereby a Monk vows to the 
s1fÞ Creature, and obligeth himſelf to things 
no: which God commands not ; yea, to things 
be} which he forbids : there is no leſs in the An- 
 ſwer which the Superiour or Guardian makes 
fil-M him, ſaying ; 

oes if And I, if thou keep this vow, do promiſe 

, 1 thee, in Gods name, life Eternal, 
"tf Theſe words duely confidered, will 
cr- make a man ttemble for fear. For one that 
* IF isneithex ſent, nor authorized by the King, 
Jy comes to a man, and ſayes, { have order 
J from the King to promiſe you ſuch a Prefer- 
Jy ment, if you do ſuch a thing, is a Cheat,and 
1-0 2 perfidious perſon, and deſerves to be pu- 
_ niſhed, becauſe he ſpeaks without order,and 
without being ſent by the King. But the - 
Superionur, who makes this promiſe to the 
new Monk in God's name, cannot ſhew his 
Commiſſion or Warrant from God for the 
making of this promiſe, He abuſeth the 
poor Monk, by making him believe that he 
is ſent by God to make him this promiſe in 
- + BW God's 
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Gods name, (viz) That if be lives in beg- 
gery, if he never matries, and if he be obe- 
dient to the Guardian of his Convent, he 
ſhall have Eternal life: For,theſe three things 


are things which God commands not in his þ 
Word, and to which he hath made no Pro- | 
miſe ; yea, theſe are obſervations whereby | 
God is more often offended then ſerved: | 
Theſe are things which a Heathen or Hy- | 
Pocrite may do. But to ſerve God accord- þ 


ing to his Word, and to believe in Jeſus 
Chriſt as he is propoſed to us in the Goſpel, 


are things to which God hath promiſed E- þ 


ternal life, and cannot be done by any, but 


by thoſe that are the true Children of God : | 
heſe are things, for which the Superiour | 
ſhould ſay, (not I promiſe thee, but) God | 


promiſeth thee Eternal life. For a man ought 
not to promiſe that which he cannot give, 


CHAP. XIV. 


That corporal Auflerities, and Whippings, 
aud tormenting of the body, are nat marks 
of Holineſs. 


E is very much deceived, who takes 

A. 4th ſeveritie and torments which a man 
:nflicts 0n his body, for proofs or ſigns of 
| Holineſs. 
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Holineſs. The Apofle St, Pau/, 1 Tim. 4. 
ſaith, Bodsly exerciſe profiteth little ,, but god- 
he | /rneſs is profitable unto all things, having the 
ns I promiſe of the life that now is, and of that 
his | which is ro come, All that the Capacias do, 
ro- |} is nothing, in compariſon of what Baal's , « ,,. ;$. 
by I Prieſts did : for they did cut and mangle 28. 
2d: their bodies with knives, and imbrued them- 
1y- 8 ſelves in blood, for the ſervice of their Idol. 
rd- I There are Mahometay Monks called Dervis, 
ſus { who live very aufterely, and do even roaſt 
el, | their bodies upon the hot ſcalding ſands, and 
E- | with buckles and rings of Iron make them- 
ut I ſelves incapable for generation. The Cyarck 
d: | Philoſophers did beg: Dzogeres lay in the 
ur ff ſtreet in a tub, having no other houſhold- 
od M ſtuff then a woodden diſh ; and yet he brake 
ht | that too, when he conſidered thar Nature 
had given him one 1n the hollow of his hand. 
Read Apmlejus his eighth Book of the Ar- 
lefians, and you will there ſee the deſcription 
of the Prieſts of the Syr:i4az Goddeſs, who 
fr, If did cut and flaſh their bodies. He deſcribes ,,,.. 
& | one of thoſe Prieſts, that did whip himſelf g,g,, ;n- 
g with a whip full of knots, being armed with didem ſe 
obſtinacy againſt the ſmart of the firokes, un- 7timods 


tili the blood Areamed down his body. More- _— 


Avidis amimis corradentes omnia, & in ſacculos buic queſiut d 
pnduſtria pr eparatos, farcientes. 
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þ ={onorw over, he adds, That when theſe Prieſts had 
6 Te*pv9]® Jone whipping themſelves, they went about 
a begeing,and one gave them a piece of Mo- 
ny,another Wine,another Cheeſe,&c,which 
 $4aF/ Alms they put into Wallets. Jn a word, 
| ewtaty9? the deſcription which he gives of theſe mad 
Prieſts, doth very much reſemble the lives 
of the Capncins, Lucian in his Book, inti- 
ed Sag, x tuled T he Aſs, deſcribzs theſe Prieſts after 


the very ſame manner. 
It is a grand abuſe to make Piety confilt 
in things wherein Chriftians may be excel- 
ledby Heathens, There is a proud humili- 
ty, which deſpiſeth it ſelf, that it may be 
valued by others, The Apoſiles, and their 
Diſciples, did not live ſo: In a fimple and 
ordinary habit, and manner of life, they l1- 
ved ſcberly, and laboured in the work which 
God had committed to them. They were 
famous, not for their extravagant and hide- 
ous apparel, not for whipping themſelves, 
nor for eating pottage on their knees ; but 
for their zeal, and holineſs of life, 
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CHAP. XV. 


That the Auſterities, and Humilities of the 
Capncins are full of Hypocriſie, 


AVG may eaſily know what to think of 
V the Abſtinences, Whippings, and 
umilities of the Capacrns, ( viz.) that in 
he mid(t of their Auſterities they diſcover 
heir pride, And of this Ile give you ſome 
:xamples, | 
Before the Capucizs begin their Lents 
[ for they have three Lents ) they feaſt and 
make merry for a whole week, during which 
ime, there 1s no frolick or Jovial at, which 
hey omit, Some of them ſing ſongs of 
ood fellowſhip, others fing Amorous, or 
ve ſongs, others ſhew Hoc pocres tricks, 
thers ſtand upon their heads, or a& the 
ſumbler or Juggler, &c. In fine, every 
ne doth ſuch things as he had learned before 
ie Was a Monk. 
In great towns there be few Capacrns but 
ave their ſuperſtitioufly devout women who 
urniſh them with all ſorts of dainties, as 
eet meats, comfits, gellies, &c. So that 
me Capmcins have more choice of dainties 
their Cels then Ladies have in- their clo- 
ts, | When 


| TheCapucingreated, 

When a Capucin comes from abroad, 
warm linen clothes are put on his body, his 
feet are waſhed with ſweet herbs, and when 
they are wiped with warm napkins, every 
one comes and kifſeth them. 

Many of the old Monks, who are calle 
Fathers of 1mportance, areſo carefull of theit 
health, that they have a cook for themſelve 
in particular ( who is alwates a Monk ) : 
oroom of the chamber, and an Apothecaty, 
who follow them from Convent to Convent, 
You ſhall ſee very few of theſe Fathers « 
importance, ſick but they are very impatient 
if they want but the leaſt trifle, and the 
all the town is ranſackt from one end to tit 
other, to find what they would have. Th: 

ns furniſh them with ſweet meats, th 
Ladies with rare broths and pellies , th: 
Gentlemen of the Country with wild fow! 
the | merchants and other townſ-men wit 
Shatnbles-meat ; and the wine which the 
ordinarily drink, 1s the belt that is to be hac 
Thoſe Capacins, who, to ſave their Souls 
have left the Order,do proteſt that they hay 
learned of us how to faſt ; and that whe! 
they were Capncrns, they fed more highly 
and lived more pleaſantly andplentifully. 
| In great Convents of Capmcirs ſuch aÞnot 
are at Parts, aud Rowen, a moſt furious amFElel 

| bitio! 


The Capucin treated, «= 
bition and envie diſcovers it ſelf : For, to 
obtain the leaſt preferment in the Convent, 
and to ſupplant their competitors, they have 
their Creatures who cry them up every where, 
and rail on thoſe that aſpire to the ſame Of- 
fice ; Whence great diſorders do oftentimes 
ariſe ; for Princes: do more patiently bear 
contempts and injuries then the Capucins. 
And at the Tables of Dukes, Marqueſles, 
and Earls, the Capscins ſuffer themſelves to 
be placed at the upper exd, - \ | 

Their pride appears in this, that they pro- 
fefs works of ſupererogation, that is to ſay, 


better works then God commands - ſo that 
MGod may ſay to a Capucin, 1 would not have 
Mthee ſo holy, _ - 


The ſame ſpirit of pride appears in their 


Wcalling themſelves**Angels, eArchangels, 


» 
h a 
> all 


10100 


pirits, Seraphins and Cherubins, It, ap- 
pears alſo by the unworthy ſubmiſſions which 


he principal Caprcins require of the inferi- 


our, who never ſpeak to the Superiours but 
on their knees ; which Superiours command 


Fh<m very baſe things,as to lick up the others 
Wpittle, &c, 


It cannot be ſaid, that they wear a barBa- 
ous and extravagant habit in humility and 
ortification ; For, he that will ſubdue his 
Fleſh, may do it as well under a common 
| habit ; 


43 


The Capucin tregted. 
habit ; he may under a uſual habit wear a 
hair-ſhirt, and may whip himſelf ſecretly as 
often as he pleaſeth, and without any one's 
knowledge : But this wild habit, differing 
from that of other men, ſerves onely to be 
look'd upon, and admired ; for people gaze 
upon and admire nothing but what is extra-| 
ordinary, o 
To this we may add, that he who makes 
profeſſion of ſimplicity and humility in his 
converſation, ſhould not be vain in his diſ-W i: 
courſes, nor too wantonly nice and delicatefif g 
in hs werds, for fear of belying his Profeſ-Fl i; 
fion by his Language. © | 
I ſpeak this becauſe of Father Joſeph, il T 
_— who 1n his new Book ſhews, that] an 
he hath made a ereat proviſion of Elegancies | m 
As when he calls St. John, The Secretary of fm 
Love to the Son of God. And of Tranſul- 
flantios he ſaith, that zt zs Love's Maſter-Þ 
prece, And ſpeaking to us, he ſaith, That 
when God ſhall have brought us into his Wint- Of 
cellar,there to taſte of the exceſs of his love, wiſh 
ſhall not find it ſo difficult to believe, That - 
Jeſm Chriſt did cat himſelf, and that toge-l « 
ther with Chriſt's body the Devil entred mi 
Judas, With the like grace, ſappoſing the 
words of St, Philip to the Eunuch too weak 
and imprrtinent, as they are ſet down in « 
Win e | 
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eighth Chapter of the As, he introduceth 
him ſpeaking thus ; Sr, will it pleaſe you 
e's | that 1 preſume to ack, you a queſtion, with all 
no due reſpeft ? To which he makes the Eunuch 
be ÞÞ anſwer with the like civility, 7 pray oblige 
2ze fl me fo wnch as to come imo this Coach, Note 
ra-Þ}] alſo, that the very firſt word of his Book is 
a miſtake, beginning thus, The Apoſtle St. 
ke Philip ; For this Philsp was not an Apoſtle. 
his With the like vanity he talks of preaching 
diſ-M in a Ruff, and in a Band, and of yellow and 
-ateſf green Gentlewomen ; and he brings in 
feſ-W{ ſpeaking I know not what Courtier , who 
raiſeth and extolleth him to his face,ſaying, 
That Father Joſeph ſpeaks very gracefully, 
and that all the Catholiques have been very 
ies. much comforted by his Sermons, and do ad- 
mire the force and clearneſs of his Reaſons, 


CHAP. XVI. 


nt Of the pleaſant Proceſs betwixt the Capu- 
Cins 4nd RecolleRs, about the Tip"of their 
Hoods, Alſo of Maſſes in Red, Green, 
and Violet, 


He pride of the 24:07 Fryars did never 
. more clearly appear, then in the quarrel 
which they had, and have to this day, w_ 

| ſe 


*;Made' pointed Hood, calling itin derifion,” A Gre- 


| woich 


ce 


46 The Capucinrraved. 
the Recollefs, whio are alſo of St, Francis's 
Order. When we ſpeak of a Procefs about 
nothing, we ſay., It 1s a Proceſs about 
the point of a needle ; but the Proceſs of 
theſe ior Fryars hath been about the point 
or Tip of their Hood. oe 

We muſt know, that the Corde/rers, who 
brag as well as the Capacins, that they wear 
St. Francis's Habit, ditfer from the Capnrrns 
in wearivg a round Hood, and laugh at the 
Capucins and Recollefts for wearing a ſharp- 


! like a Py- cers paper, ' Betwixt theſe Capurins and Re- 
| ramd, in coj127t; there began, a few years fince, a great 
| chey pur Proceſs in the Court of Rowe, The Capy- 
| ſuchthings ci?» complained, That the RecollefFs wore i * 
| asthey ſell their Hood too long ; and that thereby they 
by retail. yould make themſelves equal to the Caps- if 
cis in Holineſs, That by reafon of this long 
point, being equal in length to that of the i 
Capucrns,: many are deceived, taking a. Re- 
colt for a Capuctn, 7 bm give him as much 
honour ; although the Recollefs are not to be 
compared to the Capuciys for holineſs, and 
merit of Converſation, And therefote they Y 
_—_— that by the Decree of his Holi-if 
$,, the Recollefts might he condemned to 
ſhorten the point of their Hood. | 
_ The Recollefts, on the other fide, main- 


IC! od. 


/ 


ained, and do ſo (till maintain, that they 
re not inferiour to the Capucrys in holi- 
neſs,and perfection;and that it is no diſhonouTr 
o the Capncrns if ſomtimes a Recollef} be taken 
or 2 Capucin, or a (apucin for a Recolleft, 
| This proceſs hath cauſed great ſtirs, and 
nath much troubled theſe two Orders, and 
iivided the Prelates of Rome into contra- 
y faRtions. And 1t was pleaſant to hear the 


The Capucin treated. 


onteſts of theſe 241:ner Fryars, The Ca- 
cin ſaid to the Recolleft, zwhat | thou wonld- 

be equal to ws in holineſs: Thon art ſo 
mbitions , as that thou wouldeſt be taken for 
Capucrn, But the Recolleft, being witty 
n biting jeſs, ſaid , Thox think ſt that ho- 
ſs conſiſts in wearing a long * Grocers « gy prize 
qper. : Thow thinkeſt by thy pride 10 difinm eft, 
ut the Holy Ghoſt into a long Þ Apothecaries » chrough 
og. The holineſs of you Capucins appears whichthey 
this, v5z,, That for eight days before Lent, ſtraintheir 
# ſhew tricks of Leperdemain, and play the infuſions 


Wiem:blers, 8c. Thus did theſe Saints diſpute, "Þ*" 7 


= ; , ke ſyre 
areling which of. them by their pride horns he 


ould carry. away the prize of humility. longthary» 
But .the Cordeliers, who wear a round pointed 


' Food like a childs biggin, took great plea- bag: 
| re in beholding this frife, and laughed at 


em both : For they ſay, that the hood of 
e old pictures and Ratues of St, Pas 
| | . 


The Caprcin (reated, 
hath not a long point'; . And they ſay, that 
their round. hood, made in form of a chila' 
biggin, 1s conformable to what our Saviaur 
ſaith in the 18. Chap, _ St, Matthew, Ex. 
., cept ye become as little Chilaren, ye cannot e,;. 
= m— Zh Kingdom of God. Lalſian Caiih 
the ſame of the Anchoriues, living 1n the 
deſerts of Egypr, that they wear a hood fff © 
imication ct the fhmplicity and innocency | 
of C hildren, according to that which is writ. ! 
ten inthe 1 31. Pſalm, 1 ans zot hanghty,. buff © 
am even 44 4 child weaned from his mother, 
| Nevertheleſs, St. Hierome ſpeaks againf t 
this hood, and laughs'at it : for obſerve wha * 
he Caith of it, in his Epiſtle to Enftochiur |< 
Cutullisſa- T bere are ſome (ſaith he) who wear a hay- 
brefattis ut ſhirt, &nd making themſelves hoods, to reſem 
ad tnfen't- ble children, they are like Owls, azd buz ® 
mo mae * zards, Afterward he adds, Shux thoſe whim 
nefiuas,os thou ſeeſt have a Goat's beard, a black cloak, WI 
bubones. and that go with therr feet naked, being har 
dened with the cold: All theſe things ar **« 
. markes of the devil, When they have int 
ded themſelves into great men's houſes, the 
decerve filly women laden with [fr and cou 
terfeit a dejefted gravity, This is'a very fait 
leſſon for the Capucins. @ 
But to return to this great proceſs : tht 
Capneins did at laſt obtain ſentence in the Se] 
: | 4 
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favour ; for they had on their ſide one of 
the Popes near kinſmen, Who Was a Capu- 
cin. By this ſentence of the Pope, the Re- 
colletts were condemned to ſhorten the tip of 
their hood : but they openly proteſted, that 
they would not obey this ſentence, ſaying, 
That they would rather diſſolve their Order, 
and relinquiſh all , then acquieſce in this 
ſentence, Wherefore yet to this day, in de- 
ſpight of the Pope, they wear their hood of 
the ſame length as before. 
Of this hood, as of the reſt of the habit of 
the Minor Fryars, it is obſervable, that it 1s 
not lawfull for a Monk to change it in the 
leaſt, not ſo much as in the colours of the 
Maſs : For it 1s not lawfull to fing Maſs 
in a red habit, on thoſe dates on which 1t 1s 
appointed to be ſung in a green habit; nor to 
be ſung in a black habit, on thoſe days on 
which 1t 1s appointed to be ſung in a violet ha- 
'Y bit : The rules in this caſe are very frict,and pag. 328, 
are placed at the beginning of the Maſs-beok. 
But Father Joſeph wrongs us in his new 
book , by endeavouring to prove that the 
like things are done'amongſt us, objeting 
avainſt me, that I wear a Ruff, and that as 
there are Maſles in green, violet, &'c. ſo 
J it.may be ſaid, that amongſt us there are 
_ pa e$; and James 18-0 
[rt "_ er 
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Sermons in a Gown, and', Sermons in 4 
Cloak : for this 24:mor Fryar knows well e- 
nough, that we have no rules to oblige us to 
wear a Ruff or a Band, as the Church of 
Rome hath inviolable laws concerning Maſſes Þ 
In green, red, and violet, Itis to be ſuppo-ff 
ſed that when St, Peter and St. Pax! were in 
a gay humour, they ſang Maſs in a green 
habit, My deſign in mentioning the colours 
of Maſſes ſo tritly enjoined, 1s to ſhew, 
that falſe religions having corrupted the 
true doctrine, do endeavour to colour this 
wickedneſs with a multitude of ceremonies, 
and external obſervations, in which greatſ 
myſteries are pretended : So our Adver- 
ſaries having deſtroyed the body of true 
piety, pay tne people with variety of colours, 


FO 


| 
CHAp. XVII. | 

How St. Francis obtaened of Pope; Innocent 
the Third, the approbation of his Rule. ! 
| © ra & Aſſiſe, when he was but a pt: : 
vate perſon, little known, and followed * 
by none ; moreover, being eſteemed out off * 
his wits by his fellow citizens , who thre c 


dirt at him, and alſo by his father, name: 
Peter Bernardo, who did beat him, and: kept þ 
him priſoner a lopg time. compoſed a Rule 


anc 
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and ſome laws, to the Obſervation whereof 
he would oblige thoſe who wculd believe 
him, promiſing them life eternal. 

But becauſe this Rule could not be re- 
ceived without the Popes approbation, and 
authority, he went to Pope Jxnecert the 3d. 
to beg the confirmation of his Rule. Afa- 
thew Paris, an Engliih Monk, Superſtiti- 
ous inthe higheſt degree, and an admirer of 
St. Francs, an his Hiſtory of the life of Hez- 
77 the JII. ſaith, that the ſaid St, Francis pre- 
ſented himſelf to Pope Innocent the IN. fit- 
tins in Conclave, and gave him his Rule in 
writing, intreating him to authorize it by 
his approbation : but Pope Imnecert taking 
notice of St. Fraxc#s*s bad cloaths, his dirty 
and contemptible countenance , his long 
beard, and the black hair of his eye-brows 
hanging down over his eyes, deſpiſed him, 


| andſaid to him, Go brother, and walloaw mm 


"B the dirt with the Swine, for thou art. more 


| like them than like a man, 


Which words as 
ſeon as Francis heard, he bowed himſelf 
very low, and in obedience to the command 
of his Holineſs, went and wallowed with 
ſwine in a puddle, where he tumbled 10 
long that- he was-covered with dirt from 
headto foot';' and in this pickle he came a- 
galn, and preſented. _ to The = 
y 4 r- - 
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ſaying, My Lord , 1 have done what you 
commanded me, \Whereat the Pope being 
very Much aſtoniſhed , and admiring his 
great obedience, granted his requeſt , and 
approved of St, Fraxcts's Rule which is ob- 
ſerved at this day by the Capmcrns, and the 0- 
ther Minor Fryars, with a grand obedience, 
This approbation was granted Anno Donn: 
1212, as St, Bonaventure and St, Antonine 
teſtifie. And this approbation was again 
confirmed by Pope Honors, ſucceſlor to 
Innacent. 


c 
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Of the bumili y, and 1ucomparable patience 
of St. Francis; and of his moſt notable 
- .#bH0ns, » 


TN lvers have written the life and ations 
A of St:Francts, Vincent in his Mirrour 
of Hiſtory writes it at large. Aatthew. Pa- 
74, an Engliſh Monk, in thelife' of Hes- 
ry the Third, deſcribes the ations of St. 
Francis, and-ſets down - his Rule. Theſe 
two Hiſtorians wrote about thirty years after 
St.Francis's death,  'Fames de Voragine hath 
written his Legend. We- have alſo the 
Chronicles of St, Francs, upon the ſame 
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ſubjet, Buc the Authors of greateſt autho- 
rity are firſt St, Bonaventure, a General of 
St. Frazcts's Order, and' a Cardinal , who 
wrote about forty years after St; Francis's 
death. This Boxaventure, the Church cf 
Rome placeth among(t her Saints, and Prin- 
cipal Doors, Thus 1s that St. Bonaventare, 
who compoſed the Pſalter of the Virgin... | 
Mary, containing one hundred and fifty _— per 
Pſalms, which are nothing elſe but. the 42-exrure, 
hundred and fifty Pſalms of Dawa), out- of was print= 
which Bonaventure hath taken the word £4 *t P2rzs 
God, and hath put the word Frgin in its 27 Gn 
, "apelet,in 
ftead ; for example, he thus begins the 109, $:, 7ames's 
Plalm, (which according to the Hebrew, 1s ftreer ar 
the 110) The Lord ſaid unto our Lady, fit the 3gn of 
thou at my right hand, &c, And in Pſal. che Unk 
90, inſtead of, He that dwelleth in the ſecret 60 
place of the moſt High, he hath put, He that . 


And in the 129, Pſalm, Oat of the depths 
have 1 cryed mito thee, O our Lady, hear my 
voice, Andſo throughout the Pſalms. By: 
this means the true honour which all Chriſtt-. 
ans owe to the holy, and bleſſed Virgin,turns 
to her reproach, by transforming her 1nto 
an Idol, and by putting her in the place of 
God. This is that St, Bonaventure, to whom 
the Capacin Joſeph would have us give cre- 
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dit, and would have us believe that de- 
ſcription of S. France's life, which hegivesus, 

After this St. Bonaventure, we have 
St. eAntomne, Archbiſhop 'of Florence , 
Canonized by Pope Clement the Seventh, 
eAnno Dom. I9233 with the appro- 
bation of his Do&rine, and great Indul- 
ences granted to thoſe who ſhall ſhall vi- 
fit his Sepulchre. I ſpeak this, becauſe 
no body may think that ſuch paſſages as 
7 ſhall quote out of theſe Authors, are 
things which the Church of Rowe be- 
lieves not; or that 1 have invented them ; 
or that they are forged by perſons of 
ſmall authority, I alledee ſuch Saints 
as are prayed unto, and adcred in the 

Church of Rome, 

Saint Francis his Father was na- 
med Peter Bernardo, A Citizen of 
Aſſiſe, in the Dutchy of Spolete in Italy, 

Saint Fraxcrs's name, when he was 
young , was 7ohn Bernardo, but he chang- 
ed his name, and would be called Frax- 
c15, becauſe he ſpake French when he was 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt to utter the prai- 
les of God ; as Bonaventure tells us, in 

Ti;i« Life, the life of St, Francis, 


VOreen by St. Bonaventure, you may find in Surizs, in the 


uw mnt 9 Qfgber, p. 30, 
| When 


a Homy 


a YDMHC bas f 
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When be was but young, and a Lay-per- 


| ſon, he demonſirated a grand Humility, even 


to the kiſſing of Lepers : and one day alight- 


{ ing from his horſe to kiſs a Leper, it was re- 
{ vealed unto him, that this Leper was Feſws 
| Chriſt, 


His fellow-Citizens ſeeing him a greafie 


{ and dirty fellow, and that he did wild and 
! extravagant ations, judged him to be out 
} of his wits; and running after him, threw 
| ſtones at him, andcovered him all over with 
| dirt, Which when his Father ſaw, he 
! fetcht him home, and kept him ſhut up a 


long time, whipping him cruelly, as mad 
folk are whipt for their cure. But his Mo- 
ther taking pity on him, did, in the abſence 
of her Husband, ſet him at liberty. 

When his Father returned home , he 
brought him before the Biſhop, and made 
him diſclaim his right of Inheritance : To 
which Francis very willingly conſented ; 
yea, pulling off his Breeches, and the reſt 
of his cloaths, he made himſelf Rark naked, 
being ( as St. Bowaventare ſaith ) drunk 
with the Holy Ghoſt. Then he ſaid to his 
Father, Hitherto I have called thee my Fa- 
ther ; but henceforward I will ſay, Our Fa- 
ther which art in Heaves, Antomne reports 
the ſame in the Life of - Francis. 

4 


Being 
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Being thus naked, he wednt into a Cpittle 
where Lepers were kept, and tended them, 
kiſſing their feet, and-wiping and kifling 
their ſores with an admirable devotion, as 
St. Bonaventure tells us, 

In thoſe dayes vt, Frances Wore ſhooes, 
and walked with a ſtaff, and girded himſelf 
with a leather-girdle : But afterwards, juds- 
ing this equipage exceffive, and too deli- 
cate, he left his ſhooes and his aff, and in 
bumility girded himſelf with a Cord.. 

Being tempted with unchaſt deſires, he 
plunged himſelf over hiad and ears in 4 
ditch full of ice. And one day, the Devil 
having breathed on him, he felr the fire of 
carnal luſt kindled within b1ypn : W hereup- 
on this bleſſed Saint tripi himſelf ſtark nas 
ked, and whipt himſelf terribly with his | 
Cord, ſaying, Eja frater aſine, decet te ma- 
ere, C fic ſubire flayellam, that is, Go eo, 
brother aſs, thou muſt ſtay there, and be whipt | 
thus. Antemnt and fames de Voragine report | 
the ſame | 

The hard ground was his ordinary bed, 
and a ſtone his pillow. But one day, by 
reaſon of a paln in his head, taking a feather- 
pillow, and repoſing himſelf thereupon, the 
Devil got into 1t, and extremely troubled 
21s brain, and diſturbed his devotion : Ar 

| which 
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which St. Francs being incenſed, took hold 
of the pillow, and threw away both it and 
he Devil. 

Finding that his carnal concupiſcerice Con- 
inued, he ran to his garden, and gathering 


It over head: and ears, (tark naked, as St, 
Bonaventure ſaith, But St, Antomne ſaith, 
i- Rhat be plunged himſelf in 1t -onely ſo hich 
n Is his privities, Then he made ſeven ſnow- 
alls, ſaying of one, Thus 5 my Mother 
e [nd of another, This is my Daughter, &e. 


2 [ſhhereupon the Devil went away very much 


11 Mhamed. 
>f IM He preſented his Rule to Pope Innocent 
>- ſe Third ; who for a while rejected it, and 
a* ſme of the Cardinals oppoſed 1t, ſaying, 
1s |Fhat it propoſed novelties, and things im- 
2- Woſlible to be done : But at laſt, St. Francis 
o, allowing in the mire with Swine, obtained 
pt fs requeſt. | 
rt | Sometimes he had a wind to hear himſelf 
Eviled ; and to this purpoſe he once ſaid to 
q Monk, Rail on me, Which ſtrict command 


y Þ* Monk not daring to diſobey, ſaid to him, L:g-ada - 


r= Won art an 1dle, lazie Lnbber, 4 mercenar y 
ze Wow, an ignorant ſott, and a worthleſs 
d W/cal. Whereat St. Francis greatly rejoy- 


ng, anſwered » God me thee, my - h 
or 


oreat heap of ſnowz he plunged himſelf 


Legend. 
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Bonauent, 


Antonin, 
P. T 25+ 


joey ed te he a -— Sat erative. Agdt ts:  PIPY 
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58 The Capucin treated. 
for what thou haſt ſaid rs vory true, . 
Bonavent., One day he had a mind to feed better ſpme 
Pag. 39 then ordinary ; for which reſolving to make 
Aron. ſatisfaRion, as having committed a great ſin, 
P48: 72% he cauſed himſelf to be dragged to the Gal- 
lows, with a halter about his neck, and his 
body naked, only he had a pair of Drawer 
on ; and there ſtanding on a great ſtone, he 
confeſſed that he was a glutton , a fleſh-ſp 
eater, and moſt worthy of ſcorn and con- 
tempt. St. Aztomne ſaith, that a Monk wentfſple 
before him, crying aloud , Friends, behol{ Fi 
this gluttox, this eater of Pallets flefh, which 
| be hath eaten ſecretly without our knowledge, 
Bonzvent: The Devils whipt him ſo cruelly, tha 
pag. 4r, ey left him half-dead. And ove day af \ 
The Le- multitude of Devils running on the top of ſſeras 
gend faith his houſe with a horrible noiſe, he called to 
the lame. them with a ſweet and pleaſing voice, 1t- 
treating them to come down, and to beit 
and torment him; ſaying to them, Cow 
pr avenge me of my adeurſary, which is m) 
eſh. 
Legend. Not being content with the torments the 
PS: 72+ Devils inflicted on him, he whipt himſelf 


| without any ones knowledge, as St, Antonin 


cruelly, taking delight in this exerciſe. And 
once he htd himſelf 1n a Cave a whale month, 


teſtifies, 
St, 


ter 
ake 
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St, Antonine and the Legend put this — 
monglt the proofs of St. Fraxcis's holineſs; Yo. res 1 
[nat being once at dinner at an honeſt mans Tit.24 c.1. 
ouſe, a Capon of ſeven years old was /- 2+ 
rought to the table, and that he ſent a leg 
f this Capon for an Alms to a poor paſſen- 


ws *One thar - 
er, Who was a © miſcreant, and a perverſe , |. _ 


Fellow. But the next day, when St. Frances ,iſ,. 


vas in the Pulpit preaching, this miſcreant, Legende 
hinking to jeer St. Francis, ſaid to the peo Antonin, 
le ; 1 will ſhew you what ſort of meat Fran- 5'b-7 55: 
is aſeth to feed on :. and then going to ſhew —_— 
he people the Capons leg, he found 1t turn- - 
d into Fiſh ; whereupon this miſcreant was 

uch confonnded, 

When any one gave him roaſt-meat, he 
dragoed it through the aſhes,or laid it a ſoak- 407. 


ne in cold water, for fear of breaking his pag Fn 
ow of poverty and abltinence. An inventt- 

on which Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles, when 

hey were eating the Paſſeover, did not think 

f. | 
St. Antonne ſaith, that St. Francis divi- Antonsn. 

&d his Diſciples into three Companies ; #2 %#% 5: 


Franciſct » 


vhereof two ſpent their time in contempla- pag. 733+ 4 


tion, and the third in ation, This'third 
ſort of Monks were called P;uzocgorr, and 
were permitted to matry. 


Some 
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pegenda = Some _ _— having RR 
7«cobi de dinner for him, when he came to the houſe, 
7-agine, and ſaw clean linnen and glaſſes on tie... 
Antouin. j. table, he preſently got to the door, an, 
E0$= ran out into the ſtreet , where meeting z ja 
. begear who had a very bad hat, he took thi 
hit, and putting it on his own head , ſat(f..:; 
down at the door of the houſe, begging, 
_— - Being weary, he got up upon an afſe;þ.; 
RR? but having with him one Leonard a Monk 
Antozy, Who was on foot , this Leonard grumble 1 
in vita atit; which St.Francis perceiving, alight Wp,, 
Franciſci. ed from the aſle, and ſaid to Leonard; Broiyt. 
ther get up upon the aſſe , for thou ary if... 
better a famul ythau 1. no. 
Lependa He honoured Prieſts ſo much , that k-3 
Antoniz. faid, If 7 ſhould meet together ou the wane 
' a Prieſt, and a Saint that came down fronlyq | 
heaven, 1 would firſt go and kiſs the PrieſtiÞ;n, 
hands, and would ſay tothe Saint, ſtay thull,,, 
there a while. , 
TheLegend In humility he preached to the bird, 
and Anto- And being once in a Caſtle called 41b:asſea;; 
zin.p.726- while he was preaching to the people, wh; 
+18 a9 multitude of Swallows flockt about him;ſ,n 
paar which by their finging hindred. the peopliithe 
from hearing him : Whereupon turningJ1,,, 
to the Swallows, he ſaid, SrfFers, ye hav 
talked enough, now it is bigh time for n 


d 


ed 
ouk 


The C apucin treated 61 


ſpeaks At which words the Swallows 
ere ſilent untill the Sermon was ended. 


| Und pittying a Hare, which ſuffered it ſelf Bonavent. 


and 


bg ; 
© thi 
{ate 


ale: 
onh, 
bled 
ohit 
Bra: 
bf 


* he 


rom 


Jy 


0 be taken, he ſaid toit, Brother Hare, why $42 44 
aſt thon ſuffer thy ſelf to be ſo deceived? 
\ live Iench was preſented to him , on ,,;,,;, 
hich taking pitty, he threw it again into paz* 727. 
he River. Hearing a Graſhopper fing, he Boz-wenr. 
aid tot, Sing, iſter Graſhopper, and praiſe P*%* 406 
he Creator with rejoicing, m wa 
Being 1n the Church of St. Mary, called | nas 
Portiancula, ſome body cave him a ſheep, to page 44+ 
hich he gave inſtructions ; and the ſheep 
n obedience to him, preſently fell a bleat- 


ng, While the Monks were finging 1n the 
-hoir ; and this creature did very bumbly 
kneel down when the hofte was held up. 


Nhereupon Saris puts in the Margin, O 
that hereticks would learn henceforward to a- 


huYgore the Euchariſt | 


rds, 
Ay, 
mM, 
ple 


Travelling through the Marquiſate of Ax- Antonin. p] 
oza, he met on his way a Country fellow 727+  . :. 
arrying two Lambs to Market to ſell them, - - 


» hich did: bleat moſt pittifully ; Whereup- 
on - St. - Francis, being touched with. bro» +: 
therly compaſſion, ſaid to the Country fel- 


glow, #þy deeſt thou torment my Brethren 


Avi 


tl 


0? The Country man anſwered, 1 writ 
"- 


Autonin. 
Þ48- 727. 


page 47. 


F#ge 48. 


Antonin, in R TEL 
vita Fran- Chriſtmaſs mid-night Maſs, to which ac- 
ciſci cap.3. Cording to the Cuſtome of the Church 


Bonavent, 
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them to the Market to ſell them to ſon bod) 
that will eat them, Then the holy man ſai 
to him, God forbid ; rather take the clot 
which I have on my ſhon/ders, So 
oave him his cloak , and ſaved th 
lives of his brethren, which - he carrie 
away on his ſhoulders with a brother] 
Charity. 

Remembring that it is written in the 
two and tiventieth Pſalm, 1 am a worm, 
and nm max, he would not ſuffer a worm 
to be troden upon. 

One of his Monkes having ſpoken ſom- 
what roughly to a poor man, he commanded 
him to (rip himſelf, and to go ſtark na- 
ked before this poor man, and to kiſs his 
feet. 

He was very devoutly preſent at : 


of Rome in thoſe days, and uſed till in 
ſome places, an Oxe, and an Aﬀſe were 
led, and hay was carried for them. 

It is obſervable that Boyaventare ſaith, 
That FPFraxcis had no learning , not 


knowledg of the holy Scriptures, acqui-ſ 
Ted either by fludy or inftruſtion from cf} 
thers ; but that by the irradiation of. 


the 
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the eternal ſplendour , he penetrated e- 
ven to the very bottome of the Holy 
Scripture, Hence it is, . that in his Rule 
he alledgeth Scripture ſo dexterouſly, and 
pertinently, as we ſhall ſee anon, 
Art laſt brother Fraxcis dyed, having 
ated a Comedy both before God and 
man, 


Bon1vent, 


pag.37. 


| The great rewards which St. Francis recerf þ, 


Ki Humility to profoun: » and of {; 


* Mouth , - whoſe top touched Heaven, an 
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CHAP. XIX. f 
wed for his bunnlity : Andof his marks, | , 


oreat a merit , was not unrewardelf þ, 

St. Aztonine, 1n the lite of St, Frances, re F; 
ports, That the people did run after himſa, 
and did tear his cloathes in pieces, every ot he 
Rriving to carry away a piece, believing thaſ the 
theſe rags were of great yertue, and a propa an, 
2anes for ſalvation ; ſo that the peopk 
left him half naked. | 
Bonaventure ſaith, That a certain holy ma 
had a viſion, wherein it ſeemed to him, tna 
a golden croſs came out of St, Fraxcs' 


its two armes reached unto the ends of tix 
Farth, | | hat 
In the ſeventh chapter of the Revelatuyy a 
St. 7ohn ſpeaks thus; T1 ſaw another Anithnq; 
aſcending from the Eaſt, having the ſeallyy 
of the Irving God, St, Bowaventure, in th 
life of St. Frances, ſaith, That we muſt b&Hez 
lieve that without doubt this Angel is _ a 
Francts : theſe are his words ; 1 ſaw ( ſaitlio 
John in the Revelation) another Angel ,” my 
j 
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ding fram the Eaſt, having the ſeal of the 
lroing God, Whence we pather, by an in- 
fallible fauh, that thu meſſenger of God, 
cer beloved of Chriſt, to be imitated by us, and 
« [| adiired by the world, ts that ſervant of God, 
Frent ts. £4 
i {f - The ſame Bonaventare ſaith,that a certain 
Jed. holy, 'and devout man, being once in St. 
16 Frances's company, fell into a trance, and 
1MEſaw in Heaven divers ſeats, among(t which 
he ſaw one more Magnificently adorned 
then the reſt, glittering with pretious ones, 
and very glorious : And as this holy. man 
Twas wondering for whom this ſeat was pre- 
pared, a voice came to him from Heayen, 
Waying, This was the ſeat of one of the lap- 
ed «Angels, and i kept for the moſt huns- 
le Francis, The Legend ſaith the ſame : 
and we have already ſeen, that thishwas'the 
Weat of one of the apoſtate Seraphins ; and 


rancts is placed above the' Archangels, 
nd above the Cherubins, and conſequent- 
Wy above all the Saints, ' except the- Vitgin 


bt leaven, i Wu by 

$ SJ... All, - that have writter: the life, - and 

ſaiQions: of St. : Francs i:ſay;, That: about 

fe Syn Go — 
p ay | 


— 


Pag. 40. 


hat by this exaltation:the moſt humble 


«ry , Who: is called' 'The Quear'ef | 
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to recompence the humility and merits of 
St. Francs, ſent a Seraphin te him ; which, 
lying upon him croſs-wiſe, imprinted on 
his hands and feet the marks of the 
wounds of Jeſus Chriſt. 

After his death, there was a great tir, 
and conteſt about theſe marks - Some 
laughed at it, and ſaid, that if St, Francs 
had really received from God the marks f 


the wounds of Jeſus Chriſt, every one 


muſt needs have ſeen them, during the 
ſpace of thoſe two years, ſeing he went 
with his feet naked, and wore no gloves; 
but that none ever ſaw them, ſave one Fryar, 
Antonin, named Elias, who ſaw them but once, and 
Ti.24 that by chance too. They ſaid alſo, that 


£ap.2-5-5. the miracles of Jeſus Chriſt, and-his Apo-ſj ; 


Solus bec 


rater Alles ſerved to ſorhegood purpoſe, ( v1z.) 
Elias caſu to. Cure diſeaſes, to give eaſe and delive- 
utcunque rxance to the afflicted, to ratle the dead, 
proſpreere 6. but thatthe marks of theſe wcunds do 

"  nocure at all, and are good for nothing, 


Fhat it is not credible,that God would im-Jj: 


print theſe marks on a mortal body, which 
was ſoon after to putrifie, by which: putre 
fattion theſe marks had been defacec 
Moreover, that although theſe marks hac 


ſy 


terſe 


Se A . cer 
yet it 18'a ODOY / t 


cathe Devil, or men may calily coun}, 
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terfeit, That the Apoſtles, who had more 
worth in them then St. Francrs, neve: had 
theſe marks. | 
But the Pope interpoſed, and in recom- 
ence of the ſervices which Brother Frdg- 
cs had done him, ( for he was a greatde- 
fender of the Popes Authority ) Canoni- 
zed him, and put him in the Catalogue of 


the Saints. This Canonization was Anno 


Domini 1228, Moreoyer, Pope Alexar- 
der the Fourth, eAnno Dowim 1254. un- 
derſtanding that St, France was on Mount 
Alverno when he received the imprefſionr 
of theſe wounds, took this occaſion to aug- 


| ment his Revenue : For he declared, 


that all the Eccleſiaſtical Lands and Goods 


in that Mountain did belong to the Pope, 


and were direty and immediately ſubje& 


69 


to the Church of Rome, Moreover, he A1ntoris. 
did perſonally cite, and adjourn thoſe who cap, .ſ. zo; 


had maliciouſly defaced the marks of the 
Image of S, Francis which was at Gene, 
in the Chutch of St, Mary dt "= | 
About twenty fix years firice, Pope A 
colas the Fourth ſerit Bulls 6" aff the - 
Churches under the Papal juriſditton,” 


had certifying the truth of St; Prancis's thatks' 


{{ 


ic] ughed at it} fince 


j i 
o 
F 2' mory i 


19 (th eugh divers; who wete'hard sf belief, 4 niouine 
WISER tink, the ati6-742- 720% 
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moty of St. Francis's marks is ſacred in the 
Church of Rome, which ( as eAntomue 
ſaith ) obſerves the Feaſt of St. Francis 
marks ; which honour 15 not done to the 
marks of Feſrs Chriſt. 

When I conſider theſe things, I cannot 
enough wonder at the blindneſs of thoſe 
that give credit to things ſo full of abſur- 
dities and impoſtures : It ſeems as if the 
adorers of St. Francis had invented them 
on. purpoſe to diſhonour and mock him; 
for no man, who hath any common ſenſe ' 
left him, will do ſuch things as are attribu- 
ted..to St, Francis ;. who play'd the mad- 
man, that he might be counted a Saint ; 
and, 'a$ much as 1n him lay, kept himſelf 
from the uſual and ordinary a&tionsof man- 
kind, that he might be admired, ( viz.) 
To draw roaſted fleſh; through the. aſhes ; 
to wallow 1n the dirt with Swine ; to tum- 
ble in the ſnow ; togive inftru&ion ta A- | 
nimals, and to call them his brethren and 
Siſters,. are things Which cannot be done 
by a man that is 1n his right ſenſes. - 

And' herein we muſt 2dmire the juſt ef- 
fets of Gods, diſpleaſure, who hath re- 
venged the.contempt of his Word contain- 
ed in: the holy. Scriptures; for in thoſe 
7, and in. the following Ages, the holy 

- Scripture 


ve 
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Scripture was a Book ſealed, and altozether 
unknown to the people :* Nothing was then 
talked of , but Images, lying Wonders, 
Croiſades, Indulgences, adoration of Re- 
liques, and the power of the Pope was then 
at the height, and abſurd and feigned Le- 
oends were the ordinary ſubjeR' of Sgr- 
mons. Wherefore God being provoked, 
firook the people with the ſpirit of giddi- 
neſs, and with a horrible blindneſs, which 
orew thicker and thicker, until God took 
the Candle of his Word from under the 
Buſhel, and expoſed to view the holy 
Scriptures, mY 
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CHAP. XX. 


That under the Cloak of Humility Saint 
Francis hid as unparallel'd pride, 


VV ior ſhall rightly confider 
- Y. the ations. of St. Fraxcrs, ſhall 


under the- Cloak of Humility diſcoyer ap 
uppers pride. FE Ns 
n the beginning of the Legend written 
by James de Foragine , it isreported, That 
Fraxcisheipgpriſoner with divers other per- 
ſons, he onely was merry, and all the reſt 
were ſad. And being asked what was the 
cauſe of his mirth, he anſwered ; 1deo me 
exultare noveritis, quia adhuc ſanttas per 
tot 14713 ſeculum adorabar, that 1s, Know, that 
T rejoyce becauſe I ſhall be adored for 4 
Saint throughout the World, To defire to 
be adored 18 the higheſt degree of pride : 
None of the Apoliles defired this honour, 
Cornelizs the Centurion, Who was a man 
fearing God, knew that there is but one 
God,. which he continually invoked ; He 
knew well enough that St. Peter was not the 
Creator of the world : but being ſeized with | | 
reverence, he would haye given him ſome 
inferiour adoration ; for which St,Perer re- 


wa OY) = — a ao—- 


+ 


«= was Akt ag Fra ow ©” A B<Q R xvF-- oo 
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buked him, ſayiſig, Stand np; 1 my ſelf alſo 


. am 4 may, AF. 10. 26, | St, John, (cized 


with fear, would have adored the Angel 
that talked with him, as you may ſee in the 
one and twentiethChapter of the Rewe/atron 
But the Angel rebuked him, ſaying, See 
thou doit net, for 1 am thy fellow-ſervan ; 
worſhip God, He knew well enough that this 
Angel was not God ; for the ſame Angel 
had told him ſo before, in chap. 19 of the 


| ſame book. Is it not therefore an impious 


folly, for a mian to live the life of a begger, 

that he may be adored after his death Þ 
The Rule of St. Francis, which ſpeaks 
with an abſolute authority, demonſtrates 
the pride of him that compoſed it, For 
who gave brother Fraxcis, who was of the 
meaneſt of the people , and without any 
charoe either Ecclefiaftical or Civil, pow- 
er tocompoſe laws different from the laws 
of God, and to make ordinances which ob- 
lige men upon pain of damnation ? Who 
gave him power to command with abſolute 
authority ?. For ſee how he ſpeaks in his 
Rule. Per abedientiam injwngo Mimſtris ; 
Tenjoin Miniſters by their obedience, And 
be concludes his Rule with theſe words, 
T hat it is not lawfull for any manto infringe 
this Rule, or by raſh boldneſs to contraditt it. 
F 4 * That 
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T hat if ay oxe ſhall preſumte to make ſuch 


an attempt, let him know, that he ſhall incur - 


the diſpleaſure of eAlmighty God , and 
of the Bleſſed Apoſtles, Peter, and Paul. 

I demand how we can be aſſured tnat 
God would have us, upon pain of incurring 
his diſpleaſure, entirely obſerve the Rule 
of Francis Þ Aſſiſe, and that God would 
be angry with a 1dmor Fryar, who, inſtead 
of a Cord, ſhould gird himſelf with a lea- 
ther-girdle, or ſhould receive mony , or 
would not, wear patcht clothes, or would 
wear a ſhirt, or ſhould ( whether he be a 
Capncin or a Lay Cordelier) ſay leſs then 
ſeventy fix Paters in one day 2 What 
can be ſaid more againſt murtherers, adul- 
terers, and blaſphemers, than to ſay, that 
they incur the indignation of Almighty 
God ? Hath not weak and finfull man e- 
nough to do to obey the commands of God, 
without having heavy burthens impoſed on 


him in things unneceſſary, and which God 


requires not, and then to be made believe, 
that he who doth in the leaſt -tranſgreſs 
theſe laws, invented by man, doth incur 
the indignation of God ? 0 I. 
tis obſervable, that many of thoſe who 
are rigid obſervers. of thoſe humane laws, 
and oblige others to be ſo too, do yery - 
Hy 


*”_ 


| bao ds (Y WW O77 


 —— = 5 OY tm M3) as Fy 


rs Us w Sts # 


The Capucin treated. 
fily.diſpence with the Laws of. God - and 


| are far from loving God with all their hearts, 


and their neighbors as themſelves, 
But ſuperſtition prevails more than Re- 


ligion, And hence it 1s that in the Con-. 
vents of Monks there are envies,factions and 


continual emulations, befides other vices. 
But how did this Francis d' Aſſiſe know, 
that a Monk who obſerves not his Rule, in- 


curs the indignation of S, Peter and S, Paul? 
Had he ſpoken with them? Did they declare 


and promiſe that they would be avengers 
and enemies to all thoſe that ſhould con- 
temn the Rule of the nor Fryars ? We 
have the Epiſtles of thoſe excellent Apo- 
fMles, Peter, and Paxl, which ( without a 
compariſon) are better then St. Francs 
Rule, and yet they do not declare them- 
ſelves avengers of the contempt of their 
doctrines. 

They do not ſay, that he who ſhall vio- 
late their precepts,ſhall incur their indigna- 
tion, Wherefore it appears that this vene- 
rable Francts aſſumes an anthority over the 
Apoſtles, whom he would oblige to be an- 
ory for his ſake, and to undertake his quar- 
rel. But it is not credible, that the A- 
poſtles, who enjoy celeſtial glory, will con- 
cern themſelves for the obſervation < = 
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Rules of Monks, eſpecially ſeeing they 
themſelves were no Monks, and that their 
lives were as much unlike the lives of the Ca- 


evenenaye heaven 1s diſtant from earth; Alſo 


ecauſe there were no Convents of Monks 
in the Apoſtles days,nor in many ages after, 

Mecthinks it is enough to have God our ene- 
my:1[f a man ifticurs the indignation of God, 
the indignation of theſe two Apoſtles wil not 
render himthe more miſerable. Invain there- 
foe doth Fraxc:s,after he hath denounced a- 
oain{t the rnorFryars,who ſhall diſobey his 
Rule, the indignation of God,threaten{them 
with the indignation of St, Peter , and St, 
Pan!, who are preſuppoſed (though with- 
out proof, and contrary to the word of God) 
te know the heart, and to fee all that is 
done here below. | 

| Alfowe would fain know, why Francu 
4 Aſſiſe threatens the Monks with the in- 
dignation of St. Peter, and St. Pax, onely? 
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And why not with the indignation of St. 


Fohn, and St. James? But perhaps he be- 
lieved, that they have leſs credit in heaven, 
or that they are leſs cholerick. 

It 1s very obſervable, that Frances d'Aſſiſe 
compoſed his Rule (wherein he gives laws, 
and commandeth with authority, ) when he 
was but a Lay man,and a private perſon,and 
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a long time befote the Pope approved it : 


And although be was of the meaneſt rank 


of people, and without any office or dignt- 
ty, yet he ſpeaks magiſterially. 3 

To the Rule of St, Fraxc:s, 1s added his 
Teſtament, whertein he ſpeaks with full 
power, and authority, ſaying,  Firmter vole 
quod fratres lahorent de laboritia,, & preci- 
pio firmiter fratribus per obedientiam, &Cc. 
That is, 1 do firifily, charge, and do firmly, 
aud abſalmtely command the Fryars by they 
obedzence, &e. He preſuppoſeth, that o- 
bedience is due tohim, and that bis com- 
mands onght to be firm, and inviolable, 
Kings ſpeak not With more authority. 
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CHAP, XXI. 


Sowne Laws and Ordinances contained in 
St, Francis*s Ree, - 


Fq"He Rule of Francis d Aſſiſe bevin 
+ & with theſe words: . (2 Hl 


The Rule and Life of the Minor 
Fryars is as follows, viz. to. obſerve the 
boly Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is 
theje things, Viz. in living Obedienth, 
Chaſtly, and without Property. 


" Theſe words are very remarkable ; for 
they do not oblige the Monks to acknow- 
ledge Feſms Chris to be the eternal Son of 
God, and the Saviour and Redeemer of the 
world, nor to be charitable-and liberal to 
the poor, nor to be at peace with their 
neighbours, nor to do to others what they 
would have done to themſelves, nor dili- 
gently to read the holy Scripture, and to 
be inſtructed in the Do&rine of Salva- 
tion , which are things expreſly contain- 
ed in the Goſpel of Feſws Chrif, and 


recommended by the Apoſiles : pe 
| t 
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this Rule obligeth the* CMd7zor, Fryats to 


obſerve the Goſpel in things which the 
Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt commands not ; fog 
you cannot find, that the Goſpel of Teſs 
Chrift forbids any one to marry; on the 
contrary, Jeſus Chri#t, by the mouth of his 
Apoſtle, commands thoſe who cannot con- 
tain, to marry, and St. Peter was married. 
Feſus Chrift forbids us not to poſleſs any 
thing in particular, nor doth he command 
us to live in beggery by the ſweat of other 
mens brows. . He commands not to make 
a Vow of Obedience to a Guardian, or 
Abbot, or Supertour of a Monaſtery ; for 
in the dayes of Jeſws Chrift there were no 
ſuch people, nor in many Ages after. Can 
there be a more manifeſt mockery, then to 
oblige men by Vow to obey the Goſpel in 
ſuch things whereof the Goſpel makes not 
the leaſt mention, and ſome whereof are 
contrary to the Goſpel ? 

But 1f theſe things are commanded in 
the Goſpel, ( as this Rule falſly preſuppo- 


| ſeth,) why then doth the Pope diſpence 


with this Vow, by permitting Monks to 
marry? However, he ſeldome gives this 
permiſhon , except to perſons. of great 


.In 
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In the ſecond Chapter of the ſame Rufle, 
you ſhall find theſe words: 


Let thoſe who are received Monks, 
have a Cloak with a Hood, and (if 
they will) another without a Hood, Al- 
ſo, let thoſe wear ſhoves, who are con- 
ſtrained by neceſſity ſo to do. Likewiſe, 
let all the Fryars wear poor and baſe 
cleathes, which they may patch with 
pieces of (ack-cloth and ſuch other 
ftaff, and ſhall have the bleſſing of 
God with it, 


Muſt not that man be out of his wits, 
who thinks,that the patching of old cloathes 
can bring down the bleſſing of God upen 
any one ? And ſeeing the Capncias cloathes 
are of woollen-cloth, St. Francis did very 
improperly ordain, that they ſhould be 
patched with ſack-cloth, 

In the ſame Chapter cf this Rule, men- 
tion 15 made of three Lents, vt. the Lent 
before Eaffter, another from All Sarnts 
day till Chriſtaps, and thepther from the 
day of the Eprphayy till the Lent before 
: Eaſter, 
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Eaſter, So that there are five Months 
of Lent: The two firſt are neceſſarily en- 
joyned, but the third is left to every ones 
liberty. 

In this ſame Chapter, the Mzrmr Fry- 
ars are forbiden to ride on Horſe-back, ex- 
cept 1n Caſe of extreme neceſſity. Alſo 
they are commanded, when they enter in- 
to any houſe, to eat whatſoever is ſet be- 
fore them, By this Rule, they may eat 
fleſh in Lent. 

They are likewiſe forbidden, in the 
ſame Chapter, to receive money, either 
perſonally, or by Proxie - For Pope N:- 


| co/as hath already told us, that to have 


a Bag, and Money, as Jeſus Chrift and 
his Apoſtles had, is an ation of infirmi- 
ty : but Saint Francs, who had neither 
Bag nor Money, attained untogreater per- 
fection. 

In the fifth Chapter of the fame Rule, 
Francis d' Aſſiſe commands his Monks to 
labour with their hands, if they are 
able : But in his Teftament he ſpeaks 
more preciſely ; for he ſaith , that he 
himſelf did labour with his hands ; and 
he adds, 


F 
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7 do likewiſe exprefly command all 


the other Monks to laboute. 


This Command is not obſerved now a 
dayes ; for the Capncizs and Cordelters who 
underſtand a Trade, had rather live in idle 
beggery by other mens labour : And thus 
they daily break their Vow, and tranſgres 
their Rule. | 

But above all are remarkable the 
words of the Tenth Chapter of this Rule, 
which are theſe ; 


Let not the Fryars trouble themſelves 
to teach thoſe to read, who cannot read; 
but above all things let them deſare the 
Spirit of God, 


St. Francis ſayes this, becauſe ſome 
Monks are vety ignorant, and carinot read, 
Some ſuch there are now | adayes, but 
| Not ſo many as there were in St, Francis's 


time 5 whoſe opinion it is, That no bo- 


dy needs trouble himſelf to teach them 
to read, that ſo they may be inſtructed 
in the holy Scriptures ; he nad rather 
L the 
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they ſhould remain ignorant : Onely he 
would have them defice the Holy Ghoſt +. 
not conſidering, that God gives this Spi- 
rit to thoſe who are inſtructed in his 
Word : For, to defite the Holy Spirit, 
and yet to negle& the ordinary means 
whereby the Holy Spirit works in the 
hearts of men, 1s to ſhut the door a- 
oainſt him, while we defire him ; it is 
Juſt as if a man ſhould defire to have a Bell 


' rung, Without having the Clapper of it 
| moved. 


Theſe are the. Commands of Frances 
& Aſſiſe, who 1s exalted above the \Che- 
rubins that ſtand before the Throne of 
God ; to the obſervation of which Com- 
mands, he promiſeth Life Eternal ; and 
by the tranſgreſſion of them, a man 1n- 
cuts the indignation of God, and of the 
Apoftles Peter and Pax! ; but not of St. 
Philip, and St. Lake, Moreover, ' here are 
better and more excellent things propoſed, 
then thoſe which God commands in his 
Law, viz, Works of Supererogation, waich 
merit a ſuper-etninent degree of Glory, far 
above the ordinary ſort of Saints, who con- 
tented themſelyes with doing what God | 


commands, 
_ G To 
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To this Rule are added: the Confſtitu- 
tions of the Order ; ( whereof I have al- 
ready ſpoken :) which the Capacins obſerve 
more exactly, and with greater obedience 
then they do the Law of God, and Do- 
arine of the Goſpel. 
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That the Holy Scripture © falſified and 
wreſted in the Rule of St, Francis, 


V E have heard before, that St, Bo- 
naventure ſaith, That St. Francie 
had not any ſcience acquired by fudy ; 
but that he had received the knowledge 
of the Holy Scriptures by divine inſpi- 
ration, Whether this be true or not, 
will appear by the paſſages of Scripture, 
which Francis d' Aſſiſe alledgeth in his 
Rule. 

In the ſecond Chapter, he firialy for- 
bids the mor Fryars to forſake the Or- 
der, but will have them continue in it as 
long as they live: And that they ought 
ſo to do, he proves by a paſlage of St. 
Lake, in his Ninth Chapter, Verſe 62. 
where Jeſzs Chriſt ſpeaks thus, No man 
having put his hand to the plongh, 4nd look- 
ing back, us fit for the Kingdome of Ged. 
The connexion of this paſſage with the pre- 
ceding Verſes, ſhews, that by him who 

uts his hand to the,plough , and looks 
bas, is meant. ſuch a one whom 7eſ#- 
vy; | G2 Chriſt 
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Chriit having ſent to preach the Goſpel, 
and having undertaken that charge, doth 
afterwards leave it to ſerve his worldly oc- 
cafions, Our Lord ſpeaks not of him who 
hath vowed never to marry, and to wear 
no ſhirt, and to live by begging, and to 
obſerve humane Rules and Traditions, 
which enſnare men in unclean Iuſts, and 
which are given to God for better works 
then thoſe commanded in his Law, as if 
Man'would make him a debtor. In a word, 
to forſake the ſervice of Jeſus ChrifF, and 
to tranſgreſs the Rule of Francis d' Aſ- 
fiſe, is, Ih his opinion; one and the ſame 


thing. . | | 

In the Ninth Chapter of the ſame Rule, 
St. Francis commands the Monks 'to be 
brief in their Sermons, Q#:14 verbuns ab- 
breviatum fect Dominus ſuper terram ; 
that is, Becauſe the Lord made his word 
ſhort apon earth - Which is a paſſage taken 
from. the Tenth Chapter of 1ſaiah, Verſ. 
23, and from the Epiſlle of St, Paxlto the 
Romans, Chap. 9, Verſ. 28. where is no 
mention at all made of Sermons or words 
which men pronounce with their mouthes ; 
but of Gods judgments and puniſhments, 
which he haſten@h, and will ſpeedily bring 
+ > | upon 


C ts 3 


— 

The Capucin treated. 
upon men; The divine inſpiration given 
to St. Francs did not (it ſeems ) teach 
him, that as well in the Old as New Teſta- 
ment, Verbum is very often taken for Res 
or Negotium ; as in Exodus, Chap. 2. Ver. 
14. and Chap. g. Vetſ. 5, &.6. and in 
I Sam, Chap. 1. Vetſ, 4. and Chap. 2. 
Verſ, 6. and in St, Luke, Chap, 1. Vetl. 
37. and Chap.2. Verſ.15. and often elſe- 
where, | | 
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CHAP. XXII. 
Of Poverty, and riches, . 


Rancis d' Aﬀfſiſe made prcfeſſion to 
Þ&e a oreat lover of Poverty, and com- 
monly called it his Miſtreſs, In his Rule 
he ſpeaks thus to his Monks; Ut # thes ſnbl:- 
mit y of moſt lofty poverty ( my dear bre- 
thren) which makes you heires, and Kings 
of the Kingdom of Heaven, and exalts you 
1n vertues, who are poor in ſubſtance : And 
thereupon he forbids them to poſleſs any 
thing of all that is under the Sun. 

He himfelf put this Rule in practice. 
For having a competent eſtate, he left it 
all : yea he left his breeches, and the reſt 
of his clothes, and went about ſtark naked. 

As for Poverty in gener” many take 
celiphk in: prayſing it; yea, thoſe very 
perſons who ſhun it 3 And to extoll it, 
they ſay that Jeſus Chriſt was poore : 
But that ſerves rather to ſhew that pover- 
ty 15 an evil ; for Jeſus Chriſt came into 
the World to bear our infirmities, and to 
{uſtaif& or ſorrows.” 

Bellarmine,in the 45,Chapter of his m 
0 
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9 the Monks, faith, that Jeſus Chriſt 
was a begger. To the titles of the Son 
of God, the Redeemer, the Word , the 
Wiſdom of the Father, nothing was wan- 
ting to compleat his prayſes, but to call 
him begger : But a man cannot properly 
be ſaid to be a begger for living by the help 
and aſſiſtance of another, 

We may judg of the nature of riches, 
and poverty by this, ( iz, ) that God 
is infinitely rich, and that the Devil is 
the pooreſt of all creatures. Jeſus Chrit 
ſaith, that 1t 1s better to give then to re- 
ceive ; intimating thereby, that it 1s bet- 
terfor a man to give what he hath, then 
to aske what he hath not 5 For he that 
o1ves, imitates God, who gives alwayes, 
but receives never.  Liberality is alwayes 
better then indigence : It 1s more com- 
mendable to give then to receive an almes. 
And certainly , he that blames riches as 
evil in their own nature, blames God , 
whois the Author of them, and diſtributes 
them as it pleaſeth him. God oftentimes 
exhorts his people of 7ſrae/ to piety by 
the protniſes . of temporal good things. 
And Se:9mpn aSking of him Wiſdom onely, 
he gave himriches alſo, without parallel. 


G 4 St. 


37 


The Capucin treated. 
St Fames indeed ſaith, that God hath choſen 
the poor ; but he adds, that are rich in 
faith. For the happineſs of theſe Poor | rj 
conſiſts not in their being poor , but in | jn 
their being rich in faith, Thus muſt we }þ xs 
underſtand what Jeſus Chriſt ſaith in the Þ} ax 
fixth Chapter of St. Luke, Bleſſed be ye Þ xr 
poor, For that which makes a poor man || 
happy, 1s not his poverty, but the manner || th 
of ſupporting his poverty, There berich Þþ 
men that are very vertuous ; and poor men | oy 
that are very wicked, whom poverty excites | ca 
ro theft,murther, perjury, &'c. And there- || by 
fore Agar, in the Thirtieth Chapter of the | or 
Proverbs, defires of God, not to ſend him | th 
poverty, The Soul of poor Lazarus is 
carried by Angels into the boſom of rich 
Abraham. Sothatthe poor and rich are, 
put together, to teach ns, that rich as well 
as poor are received into the Kingdom of 
God, if they fear and ſerve him according |þ _ 
_ to his word, 

Tt 1s true indeed, that riches do corrupt 
many,and ſerve onely to puff them up with 
pride, to enflame their luſts, and to divert 
their hearts from truſting in God, to truſt | 
in their riches. And this is the reaſon * | 
why Jeſus Chriſt, ſaith thatit is hard for 
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a rich man to enter into the Kingdom of 
God : - But this evil proceeds not from 
riches, but from thoſe that abuſe them, 
into whoſe lap riches falling are corrupted, 
as a Crown is defiled that fals into a puddle, 
and in whoſe hands the goods of this world 
are like a ſword in the hands of a mad-man. 
We muſt not believe that Jeſus Chriſt in 
the 16 th, Chapter of St. Luke calls riches - 
unrighteows, becauſe there is any untighte- 
ouſneſs in the poſſeſſing of them, or be- 
cauſe they are gotten by unrighteous means, 
but becauſe they are either provecations, 
or inſtruments of unrighteouſneſs, to thoſe 
that are deſtitute of the fear of God, 
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CHAP. XXIV. 


Of the vow of poverty, and of idle begging: 
eAlſo of works, and ſatisfaStions of ſuper- 
; | x 


erogat 03, 


Here are two ſorts of poverty : one 

which God ſends , and another to 
which men do voluntarily devote them- 
ſelves without Gods ſending it unto them, 
The former is an affliction , the other is F 
a dire& profeſſion, which ſome chooſe, 
as ſuppoſing it of great merit, and a work 
of ſupererogation, There be ſome poor, 
whom God hath reduced to a low eſtate, 
wherein they. get a-{lender livelyhood by 
the labour of their hands : who, 1f they 
be contented with their conditions, and 
by ſerving God with a pure Conſcience, 
do aſpire to better riches, viz. the heaven- 
ly, they are happy, and beloved of God, Þ 
and truly rich. There be others, whom 
God bereaves of their eſtates for the pro- 
feſlion of the Goſpel, who, although they 
have not purpoſely drawn poverty on them- 


ſelves, yet, if they bear this yoke pati- Þ | 


ently and joyfully , efteeming it an ho- 
Nour 
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ur to bear theCroſs of Chriſt,their pover- 
y may be ſaid to be vcluntary, becaule they 
oluntarily follow the call of God. . Of 
wg: (cle Jeſus Chriſt ſpeaks in the ninth 
per. | bapter of St, fatthew, Who have left 
ther, mother, wife, children, or lands 
pr his ſake ; God having reduced them 
one Þ ſuch a neceſſity, that they cannot. keep 
to ſÞ&ir cftates without forſaking the pre- 
m- {fon of the Goſpel. In this caſe, 
mm © mult lay down our very lives, to 
> is ve our ſouls ; -and muſt be prodigal of 
ſe, ſur eſtate to be niggardly of our ſalva- 
ork FP: ; . 

or, | But there is an affeQed poverty, which 
ome embrace, by vow, and withcut any 
y Feceſſity , or God's cbliging of them 
ey (pereunto; who may keep their eſtates 
nd ith a good conſcience, but yet had ra- 
ce, iter leave them to live by other men's 
n- E(tates, and had rather beg than work. This 
d, Foverty is a yoke which: God 1mpoſeth 
\m ($'ot on them, but they impoſe it on them- 
0. ſelves. They bear not Chriſt's croſs, but 
heir own. They leave the exerciſe of 
harity , upon pretence of humility and 
patience. It may be ſaid, that they .are 


. Bike the fowls of theair, for they ſow not, 
: neither 
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neither do they reap, and yet their fathe ; 
the Pope, feeds them plentifully : for » ' 
ſee, that thoſe who have vowed poverty] 
are fat, and plump ; and though they af 
poor in particular, yet are they rich if ” 
common. They get more by begein 
thon the common people do by workin c 
Many turn Monks 1n ſpight, or to ſhak - 
off the yoke of their parents, or in a Me a 
lancholy and deſperate humour, or tode . 
- fraud their creditors, who preſs hard up = 
on them, or becauſe they will not tak 
pains to work, or have not wherewith t == 
ſubfiſt at home. They turn beggers , thi " 
they may not be poor. They are poor | - 
vow, for fear of being ſo by neceſſiy : 
Zib. deMo- Wherefore Bellarmine ſpeaks very grace} ; 
nachis cap, fully, when he ſaith, That to theſe berf 
46./ſeemt- 065ng Monks belongs that ſaying of Jeſu " 
Chriſt, in the nineteenth Chapter of SP 
Matthew, Centuplam accipiet, &c, Thul 
is, He ſhall receive an hundred fold 
#d ſhall inherit eternal life, _ 
But when our adverſaries call begging , 
2 work of ſupercrogation, they do thereF | 
by acknowledg, that God commands it no 
The Prophets, and Apoſtles never vowel, 
poyerty, neither were they beggar ; ; 
; 0 y 


by 


—> * ; | h 
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=_ hoſe of them who were poor, were not 
vert by vow, but by neceſſity, which God 


poſed on them. The Apoſtles had JÞÞ. 21.3. 
.Iheir Fiſhing Veſſels after our Lords Re-/ 0-19 
Jurreftion ; And St. Fohn had his houſe. Phil.4.16 
D. it. Par received with thankfulneſs the re- 
< jef which the Philippians ſent him : 
Being at Corimth, he got his living by 
naking of Tents, chooſing rather to work 
han to beg ; For he well knew, that beg- 
ing 15S a ſhamefull thinz, and that it 
4 akes men both idle and impudent. He 
What leaves his own eſtate, to eat ano- 
Bier mans bread, hath no reaſon to ſay to 
od, Grve us this day our dayly bread , 
or God might anſwer him, / gave thee 
bes pherewith to buy bread, but thon haſt 
ſel leſpiſed it , eAnd mw by thy beg- 
png » thou takeflt from them that are 
cally poor, thoſe Almes which are due 
/ F 00 16193, . ; 
'F And ſo far is begging from being a 
ork of ſapererogation , and better then 
hat God commands in his Law, that, 


jon the contrary, God will have us pre= 
wed” it as much as we can, ſaying in Det. Omnino 

| 8 108 CT1t ai 
oi hap 15. verſe. 4. To the end that there A 


Indy bt 0 poor among you, The Hebrew is 
Word jyter vos. 
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word fignifies a Brggar , and the Vuls; E) 
tranſlation ſo renders 1t, Not that it is 
fin to beg , when a man hath no other w; «i 
of ſubliltence : But God commands t| * 
rich ſo to relieve the poor, that they nuff,;, 
not be con(trained to beg, h 

'The Scripture often ipeaks of beovin}_. 
as-anevil , and a punithment, yea, a curl} 
In the ſeven and thirtieth Pſa/mz, Daw 
ſaith, I have been young, aud naw am oll 
yet heve 1 net ſeen the righteous forſaken 
ner his ſeed begging bread. And in th od 
109. P/alm he makes this 1mprecatio 
Let his Children be vagabonds, and by þ 
He ſpeaks indeed of involuntary poverty._. 
but there is no likelyhood, that that whid 
Isa Curſe to ſome, can be a bleſſing t: 
others ; and that which to one is a orie . 
vous 2Mi ion, can be to another a bd 
Profeiſtion. 

As for examples, we have already ſer 
the deſcription which Lucian and Ay 
ters give of the. Prieſts of the Syrian god 
deſs, "who did whip themſelves, and bes 
To which we ſhall adge the AMaſſali 
Heretiques, of whom Epipbawws faith], 
they' went about. begging , As. not hawnng 


wherewith to ſubſeſt, nexther poſſeſſing . 


thing. 
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Examine Antiquity, and try if you can find 
ulg; h -example of Monks th 
"Yo much as one-example of Monks that 
© BEnade begging a Profefſion. There was 
: "no ſuch thing as a Profeſſion of beggary, 
5 WFfor aboyte welve hundred years after the na- 
MEtivity of our Lord. Camus, Biſhop of 
. UBellay, who 1s yet living, hath written a 
SO oreat book of the labours of Monks; in the 
Preface whereof you ſhall find theſe words; 
"VE The ulcer of 1dlexeſs 15 crept into MonaFte- 


Ay ries, under the name of holy und meritort= 
akey 


1 thi 
ation 


| by 


IF painfull employment in the Church : So 
vNic 

far is he from placing beggary amongſt 
. thoſe pieces of perfection, - whereby God 
1s made a debtor to man. And this Pre- 
late's book bears in its front, the Ap- 
probation of the Doctors of the faculty of 
"Þ 7 heologre of Parts. St. Auguſtine hath writ- 
ten a book De opere Monachornm, where- 
in he obligeth them to labor, Eprphanine 
"fl teacheth the ſame, in the Hereſie of 
"J:he Maſſalians 5 where, he ſaith, thatin 
Fall the Monaſteries -of Egypr, the Monkes 


_=m did labour with their hands, even as Bees 


do 
Ex- 


ed to prove that Monks ſhould be obliged 
to labour with their hands, eſpecially thoſe 


ous beggary, His whole book is imploy- ' 


that do not preacn,' nor have any other 
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dolabor to make hony and wax. Ta thoſe 
days the Monks were poor Hermits, livins 
in deſerts, labouring with their hands t 
cet their living, and carrying their work: 
manſhip to the neighbouring Towns t 


ſell , bought bread with the mony : They 


did not beg the approbation of their Rule 
from the Bilhop of Rome, for they wet 
not ſubje&t to him; In a word, they were 


Not at all like the Monks now adayz, 


The ſame Eprphanias, in the ſame book, 
condemns thoſe that live an 1dle life, 
and making a profeſſion of begging , 
get their bread at rich men's T# 
bles. | 

But to compleat- their wickedneſs , th 
mendicant Fryars make begging a Wott 


of ſupererogation , that is , better tha. 


what God commands in his Law, and cor- 
ſequently, better than to love God with 
all our heafts, and our neighbour as our 
ſelves. God commands us to ſerve hin 


with all our ſtrength, ſo that the Monk 


ſerve God with more then all "the! 
ſtrength, which is impoſſible. Abraha 
Iſaac, Facob, Sanguel, David, &c. N« 


ver did works of ſupererogation, Th. 


perfeRion cf the Angels conſiſts in obey 


INN * 
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ing God, and not in doing more than he 
commands. Jeſus Chrift himſelf came 


' Into the world onely to do the will of 


his Father , and not to do more then 


his will- - Aske the moſt devout Ca- 


pucis if i he never commits fin ; and 
he will tell you , that he is a poor ſin- 
ner : How do theſe things agree 2 
They do not that which God com- 
mands, and yet will do more then he 
commands | They fail in neceſſary 
things, and yet firive to do things un- 
neceflary, and which God requires not?! 
They . do not what they ought, and 
do what they ought not! They are 
more holy than God would have them 
wa! 

That man 1s crack-braind ; who 


 exerciſeth liberality when he hath not 


wherewith -to pay his debts : If this 


be fo in referrence to men, how much 


more - in- reference to God? It is 
an extream- pride 4 to endeavour to 
give ' God overplus, and more then we 
owe/him.,”'* | 


- Ti a word, I would know whether 


q .the ' Monks, when they-- do works of 
be 5 at de or 


their 


Bell, /ib, x, 
ce Indul,7, 


4s f. ſtx. 
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their own will, If they do the will 
of God, they are obliged thereunto , 
and do what they ought : But if, by 
doing better things then thoſe which 
God commands, they do their own will, 
it follows that their will is better than the 
will of God. 

Out of this ſame ſhop of pride, come 
thoſe ſuperabundant ſatisfaRtions, where- 
by the Monks would make us believe, 
that they ſuffer more puniſhment, and 
do more pennance, then their finnes 


| deſerve z and that the Pope - gathers 


this overplus into his Treaſury, ., and 
diſtributes it by his Indulgences. in pay- 
ment for the fins of others. The 
Monks believe, that by whipping them- 
ſelves, by faſting and going bare-foot, 
they expiate the finnes of others - 
Wherefore Bellarmize ſaith , that the 
Saints are, in ſome ſenſe, our Re- 
deemers. The Legends of Saint Do- 
minck, and Saint eAntonne, ſay, that 
Saint Dowimck , a grand emulator of 
the holineſs of Saint Francis,  laſht 
himſelf three times- a day With-an t- 
ron chain, viz, Once for his own ſins, 
which were very, ſmall , once for the 

eras 


— 
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finnes of the living, and once for the 
finnes of- thoſe ſouls which are in Pur- 


gatory, Who ( no doubt) received 'much 
eaſe thereby.  And- it is. this- ſame 


Saint-, « that once ' had mercy on the 
devil : for the devil. having tranſform- 
ed himſelf into a Sparrow, and Saint 
Domimeck catchine him , contented 
himſelf” onely with pulling off the fea- 
thers from' his head , : whereas it was 
in his power to have wrung off his 
neck. Fo 

By theſe things God tis blaſphe- 
med: For ſuch things are attributed to 
God , which if a man ſhould :do, he 


would be accounted either wicked ; or 


mad, For, what Judge. would not. be 
accounted unjuſt , or out of. his "wits , 
who ſhould let a - malefaRor 20 , becauſe 
his: neighbour hath}}iwhipe:"hintſelf ifor 
hin > But things which are: i ridiculous 
in civit fociety', are eſteemed good” in 
religion ;” as if 'aman' niuſt:'loke com- 
mon ſenſe to augmentpiety; < {1:7 | 

"All this abuſe moe. ie this, 212; 
that men, utterly deſtitute of: the: khow- 
ledg' of the holy Sctiptures ,': which: are 
to them 2 book-fealed,' and altogether 


H 2 un- 


o 
La £ "IF. .94 Or ; =" wn — 
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unknown , ſeek other ſatisfaRtions , and 


- other payments for fin, then the death 


and paſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, . For ſeein 
Jeſus Chriſt hath fully ſatisfied Gods 
Juſtice, to what: purpoſe are ethers ſatis- 
fatiohs preſented. to.him > Is not this 
to accuſe God of :tnjuſtice, to pretend 
that he takes two payments for one.debt, 
when-the firſt 18 ſufficient 2 Is'it not 
to diſhonour that . maſt perfect: ſatis- 
faction, which Jeſus Chriſt :hath accom- 
pliſhed for us , fo Joyn it with. the 
whippiigs and auſterities of Monks, which 


uUY 


' is jultt as:if a: man ſhould mingle :; coals 


and diamonds together ? Far Pope C/e- 
Ae 14 the VI;...1 his Extravagant: Wnt 
gerne; ſaith, that. the merits of the Vir- 
gini Mary , and of".the other Saints, do 
help- rd compleat the treaſure. of; the be- 
nefits of Jeſus Chriſt ; giving us to un- 
deritand, :that the benefits of Jeſus ChriR 
makebat bare meaſure ; , hut that the ad- 
dition of -the :Saints: merits makes: heap- 
ed meaſure, andisan: addition tothe mer- 
rits of-Jeſus::Chriſt.--And for this reaſon, 
the Frieft in the Maſs: prays: for ſalvation, 
not anely through: the: Saints interceſſion, 
dut elfo'through their-inetits, reg 


The Capuicit zr2atea. 

The Lord God, take pity on ſo many 
poor people involved: in ſo many abuſes, 
and diſcover the deceit of thoſe who, be- 
1ng themſelves notorious ſinners, do yer 

y a prond humility think to expiate. the 
fins of others, YN 
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CHAP, XXV. 


Of the Fratermty of the Cord. * An Ex- 


'- tratt of a Book, entituled The Trea- 


ſure of the Indulgences of St. Francis's 
Cord, tranſlated out of Italian znto 
French : And of the Canomuation of St, 
Francis, 4nd Ignatius de Loyola, 


ST Fraternity of St, Fraxcis's Cord, 
L is a Society of ſuperſtitiouſly devout 
people, both Men and Women , and as 
well Clergy-mzn as Lay-men : Into which 
Fraternity they who enter, are obliged to 


certain Obſervations, and for a Badge of 


the Fraternity wear a Cord, in imitation 
of the Cord Thich Be-Brenuce wore, and 
do participate of all the Merits and Satiſ- 
factions of thoſe of the ſaid Fraternity. 
They who have the leaſt of merit, do, 
for all that, as really partake of the merits 
of the others, as if they were their own : 
They lend their merits to each other ; and 
he that is afleep, or at dinner, partict- 
pates of the merits of him that whips 
aimſelt, or of him that turns over the 

| Con- 
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conſecrated Beads of his Chaplet ſeven 
times. 

The Fraternity of Saint Franc:s's Cord 
hath great Priviledges, and the Popes have 
granted it great Indulgences. Theſe pri- 
viledges have been ſet down in writing by 
divers, but eſpecially by Automio Brugneto, 
an 1talian Obſervantin Monk, whoſe very 
words in the 104. page are theſe ; 


The moſt glori9us Father Francis, a lit- 
tle before his death , obtained of God the 
Creator three Priviledges, as the defuntt 
Pope Gregory reports them from St. Fran- 
cis his own month, viz. 

The firſt is, That as the number of 
Monks ſhould mcreaſe, ſo ſhould all things 
weceſſary be provided for them by the Di- 
wine Providence, 

The ſecond, T hat whoſorver ſhall wear 
the Habit of his Order , ſhall not ate un- 
fortunately. 

The third, That whoſoever ſhall perſe- 
cute the Religion of his Order, his dayes 
ſhall be ſhort,and his end miſerable. 

Moremver, the moſt glorious Father Fran- 
cis, a little before his death, revealed to 4 


certain Monk, ( who is worthy of credit ) 
H 4 that 


" 104. 
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that he had obtained three ather Privileges 
of our Creator, when he appeared to him in 
the likeneſs of a Seraphin, and left the im- 
preſſion of the holy Marks on him. 
' The firſt 15, That the profeſſion of his 
Honks (howld contiune until the end of 
the world, 

The ſecond, That whoſoever ſhall live well 


i#n his Order,ſhall lrve a long tame 1n 1t, 


The third, That whoſoever ſhall hearti- 
ly love his Order, how great a ſinner ſoever 
he be, ſhall find mercy from God, if ſo be 


h- turns from his evil wayes. 


The ſame Author in the 109. page hath 
theſe words ; 


Firſt, Pope Clement the Fourth hath 
granted to thoſe men , who on ther death- 
eds ſhall defire to be clad in the Habit 
ef St, Francis bis Order; and to thoſe wo- 
men who ſhall deſire to be clad in the 
Habit of St. Clare, «4nd to be buried in 
it, the pardon of the third part of their 

'# LA 
- T his ſame Irdalgence was granted them 
by Pope Nicolas the Third, aud by Pope 
Urban the Fifth, 


Atore- 


AE age 
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AMoreover, Pope Leo the Temb, confirm- 
ing the ſaid Conceſſtons, adds by way of 
averplus, That they who ſhould dic: inithss 
Habit of St. Francis, or St. Clate,, nd 
ſhould be buried therein, ſhould have a ple= 
nar y Indulgence for all their ſins, 
And in the g5. page ; Mereover, on 
Olive-Saturday, on the Feaſt of St, John 
the EvangelifF, and on the othev Featt of 
Sr.. John Port-Latine , ( Pope Sixtus rhe 
Fiſth,) he hath granted to thoſe of the Fra- 
teruity, who ſhall on ſuch dayes rehearſe the 
ſeven Pententiary Pſalms, the redemption 
of one Saul out of Purgatory. 


As for the' Indulgence granted ( as the 
Minor Fryars ſay ) by Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the Virgin Afary, and confirmed by the 
Pope at Noſtre Dame des Anges, called 
Portit#ncula ; the Roſary of Beruardin , 
and the aforeſaid book of rhe Indulgences 
of the Cord, and the Chronicle of St. 
Francu, ſay, that St, Fraxcis would not 
have the Pope's Bull for confirmation of 
the ſaid Indulgence: For ( ſaith he ) 7 
have the gloriow Virgin, and Jeſus Chriſt 
for Notaries, and the Angels for Witveſſes. 
This Indulgence is to be had on the ” 

con 
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| cond dayof Auguſt, whereby every cnel 
who hath been confeſſed, and is contrite, 
and ſhall then go intn the Church of Noſtre 


Dame des Anges, ſhall obtaine a plenary 
abſolution both of fin, and puniſhment, 
If this ſame perſon ſhould go into any 
other Church with the like or greater contri- 


tion, he ſhould net have the ſame Indul- Jlici 


oence. It is worth our notice, that St, 
Fraxcss obtained this Indulgence of Pope 
Honors , by preſenting him with three 
red Roſes in the Winter. 

But Pope Szxtas the Fifth, who was a 
Cordelier , hath abundantly heaped up 
Indulgences , plenary , more plenary, 
and moſt plenary, ( as they Phraſe it) 
on the Order of the Afimor Fryars, 
and upon the Fraternity of St, Francis 
Cord. 

But of all theſe Indulgences, of three , 
or four hundred thouſand years, the Fe- 
ſuits make little reckoning, and have ne- 
ver much troubled themſelves about pro- 
Curing any of them from the Pope ; eftee- 
ming their own Order, although bar- 
ren in pardohs, and Indulgences ,. better 
then that of the Jmor Fryars. 

However, in one reſpe& the Fw 
an 


” =, | | | . | 
TheCapucin treated. 


onefand Capucins ſurpaſs the Jeſuits, (1s, ) 
ite, fin that St, Francis was Canonized by the 


tre 
ary 
nt, 
ny 
Lis 
ul- 
So, 
pe 
ce 


Pope immediately after his death, with- 
out the leaſt difficulty : But as for paring 
Loyola , the founder and Patron of the 
Jeſuits , who' dyed Anno Domini 1556, 
the Jeſuits were aboye ſeventy years ſol- 
liciting in the Court of Kome, to obtaine 
from the Pope that he might be put into 
the number of the Saints; and ar laſt, 
with great difficulty, obtained his Canont- 
zation, ſeventy years after his death. So 
long did the ſanity of J1gxatims hang in 
ſuſpence ; which, no doubt, was the cauſe 
of great trouble, and perplexity to him, 
However this future Saint, during all this 
waiting, received ſome conſolation ; For, 
ſome years before his Canonization he 
was Beatified, which is a forerunner of 
Canonization. | 
Atlaſt the Pope having received more 
clear and certain proofs of the holineſs 
of Tgnatins, put him into the Catalogue 
of the Saints, and ordained that he ſhould 
be invoked in the Church of Rowe ; which 
had not been lawful during thoſe ſeyepty 
years that paſt betwixt Jgnatins his death 
and Canonization, X 
$ | ut 
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" But asin the Chappels, and Colleder 
of the Feſwits you ſhall ſee few Images 
St. Frazets ; {0 in the: Convents , - ac 
Churches of the Capnucins it is a very rar 
thing to ſee the image of St. /gnatin 
For the Capncins believe, that St. Franc 
hath more credit in the Court of heaver 
-_ that he is exalted above the Cheru« 
IN9, 
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